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2. As usual, three-fourths of the business of con- 
ess was brought before it for final action a few 
ays previous to the close of the session, and we have 
sen compelled to pte up our entire sheet to a re- 
ord thereof—and have also postponed its publi- 
ation beyond the usual day, that it might include all 
hat was done up to the hour of adjournment. But in 
is we have, much to our regret, been disappointed; 
»r the “Intelligencer”’ of this day, (which failed to 
ome to hand by the course of the mail, but was re- 
sived by us at about 2 o'clock, P. M. by private 
and), does not contain the proceedings of either 
puse beyond the hour of recess on yesterday, (which 
e included in our abstracts), and thus we are 
ithout details of what transpired during the even- 
x session, Which was highly exciting, and did 
ot terminate until 2 o’clock this morning! We 
arm, however, that the land bill—the bill for 
e reduction of the revenue (to cut down the ta- 
if)—the bill for the increase of the army and the 
tification bill were all lost—and that the presi- 
ent did not return the bill repealing the obnoxious 
Beasury circular, which has thus failed to become 
law! 
We have no room for comment; but must con- 
atulate our readers that this most unprofitable 
ssion has terminated, and that we will be once 
ore permitted to exercise some control over our 
blumns, for which a mass of most valuable matter 
prepared. 
irSee “Postscript,” on page 16. 



















TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 
February 23. Petitions were presented by Messrs. 
ives, Wall and Davis. On motion of Mr. Prentiss 
e committee of claims was discharged from the 
nsideration of the petitions of the legal represen- 
ives of John H. Piatt. 
The unfavorable report of the committee on naval 
airs on the message of the president, and the 
tition of citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, 
relation to a navy yard south of Chesapeake 
Mey, was taken up, and agreed to. 
The bill making appropriations for the current 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfill- 
y treaty stipulations with the Indians, for 1837; 
Also, the bill authorising public vessels to serve 
our coast as relief vessels in the winter season; 
ere severally read a third time, and passed. 
| ner resolutions were offered by consent, and 
opted. 
The following bill, among others relating to the 
strict of Columbia, was, on motion of Mr. Kent, 
nsidered in committee of the whole, and ordered 
be engrossed for a third reading, viz: 
The bill for quieting possessions, enrolling con- 
yances of real estate, &c. in the District of Co- 
ibia. [This bill was amended, by attaching to 
the whole of the bill reported in the house of re- 
esentatives at the last session, establishing a cri- 
hal court in the District of Columbia.] 
A message was received from the president of 
me United States, with a copy of the convention 
tween the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians. 
he following bills were considered, as in com- 
tee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
a third reading: 
he bill giving effect to the 8th article of the 
aty of 1819, with Spain. 
‘e bill to authorise the erection of a hospital 
the city of Washington, and for other purposes. 
he blank was filled with $50,000. ] 
he bill to continue in force the act of July, 
“, for the final adjustment of private land claims 
Missouri, and the act of March, 1833, supple- 
ntary, thereto. 
And the bill to provide for the legal adjudication 
Settlement of the claims to land under the grants 
Concessions made to the baron Bastrop and the 
o de Maison Rouge and others, in Louisiana, 
“ “lisha, Gabriel and William Winters, or either 
them, in Arkansas. 
he senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
reduce the duties on certain imports, and the 
*stion being on the motion of Mr. Davis to strike 
athe bill the article of common salt, the effect 
Which is to retain the protecting duty now levied 
that article—. 
Fi debate ensued, of which the following is a 
7, briet outline, and which occupied the senate 
Vox. LII.—Sia. 1. ’ 
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till near seven o’clock, at which time the question 
remained still undecided. 

Mr. Davis supported his motion by a speech of 
considerable length, in which he went into a de- 
tailed history of the salt duty from its first imposi- 
tion down to the present time. He then dwelt upon 
the magnitude of the interests involved in this ina- 
nufacture, and considered the influence of the duty 
not only on the manufacturer of salt, but also upon 
the fisheries. He scouted the idea that this re- 
duction would be an important boon to the poor, 
and insisted on the policy of cherishing a nursery 
for our seamen. He admitted the low rate at which 
salt was sold in some parts of Europe, but remind- 
ed Mr. Benton, who had urged this argument, that, 
by the existing course of trade, four-fifths of all the 
iiported salt was brought into this country from 
England and her dependencies, where the price 
was much higher. It appeared magnanimous in a 
senator from New York to propose to take off the 
protecting duty from an article so extensively ma- 
nufactured in that state; but he reminded the senate 
that New York laid a toll of six cents a bushel on 
ali foreign salt passing her canal, which of itself 
operated as a complete protection. [The speech 
of M. D. shall speedily have a place in the “ReGts- 
TER.” } 

Mr. Benton went at considerable length into are- 
ply, insisting on the arguments he had before ad- 
duced at such great length, in favor of making salt 
free of duty. 

The debate now took an extended range, and 
went into general politics. 

Mr. Calhoun took the floor in a very animated 
speech, in which he discussed the whole history 
of the policy of protection, and inveighed with much 
severity against the manner in which the south had 
been treated in the circumstances which led to the 
tariff of 1828, accusing the president elect of hav- 
ing been the cause, by his vote, of fixing that taritf 
upon the country. He insisted that it was the 
policy of the southern states strictly to adhere to 
the compromise, and not to be allured by any tem- 
porary advantage into throwing the question afloat, 
as, in that case, the south, being the weaker party, 
were sure in the end to be the losers. He therefore 
declared his intention to vote for striking out the 
article of salt from the bill. 

Mr. Brown replied with some severity, denying 
the right of Mr. Calhoun to speak for any more than 
his own state, and exclaiming against it as an ex- 
traordinary spectacle, to see one professing to be an 
anti-tariff man fighting side by side with the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, to retain a heavy pro- 
tecting duty. He hoped every southern senator 
would resist the motion. Something was then said 
in vindication of the course of the president elect in 
reference to the tariff, and several replies and re- 
joinders of a very personal character took place be- 
tween the two senators. 

Mr. Rives next addressed the senate at consider- 
able length, and with much earnestness, in reply to 
Mr. Calhoun, and in vindication of the course of 
Mr. Vun Buren. He alluded to his particular situa- 
tion in reference to this duty on salt, and expressed 
his willingness on behalf of his state to make the 
sacrifice of the protecting duty. 

Mr. Wright also went into a pretty extensive re- 
py» explaining his own course and that of his po- 
itical friends in relation to the tariff of 1828, and 
repelling the charge of insincerity and a want of 
good faith, which had been urged by Mr. Calhoun. 

Mr. Strange insisted that all who held a protecting 
tariff to be unconstitutional, were in duty bound to 
vote for every proposition which went to abolish or 
reduce it. He could not believe that men would 
pursue such a course as had been described by Mr. 
Calhoun, because they must know that detection 
would immediately follow, and their cause be weak- 
ened by such policy. His constituents wanted this 
salt duty suppressed, and he could not vote to retain 
it. 

Mr. Calhoun rejoined, and insisted upon his for- 
mer ground. He still doubted if there was any se- 
rious intention of reducing the tartif, and believed 
they should have much talk, but little action. 

Mr. Preston spoke for a considerable time in vin- 
dication of his own course and that of his colleague, 
and then went into a course of remarks on the pro- 
bable course of the yext administration in reference 
to the protectine “slicy. He had heard the re- 





sponse of one priest from the tripod—that was the 
priest for Virginia: he should like to hear that of 
another, the priest from Pennsylvania; as he sus- 
pected the oracle would give very different re- 
sponses. 

Mr. Rives replied: he disclaimed the priesthood, 
or any authority to speak as from the tripod. He 
denied that there were any indications that the tariff 
party was the strongest side: on the contrary, they 
could not have retained the duty on porcelain 
without the votes of the two senators from South 
Carolina. He referred to the president elect as in 
favor of a moderate protecting system, but opposed 
to a high tariff. 

Mr. Preston rejoined in a short speech, denying 
that Mr. Rives’ explanation as te the opinion and 
probable course of the next president were sufli- 
ciently definite. It was now late, and lights had 
for some time been brought into the chamber, when 
Mr. Davis obtained the floor, and the senate ad- 
journed. 


[ The above, says the “Intelligencer,” is not given 
as the final report or as any thing more thananaked 
outline of this day’s proceedings. The debate must 
be reserved till our reporter’s time is less constantly 
engrossed. ] 

February 24. The chair presented a memorial 
from the directors of the bank of the United States, 
stating that the intimation in the report of the se- 
cretary of the treasury of their unwillingness to 
settle their accounts with the United States was not 
correct; that they were now ready and willing to ac- 
cept the terms set forth in that report of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, and to pay over the amount 
belonging or due to the United States, reserving on- 
ly enough of the dividends due to the bank to pay 
the expenses on the protested draft on France, pur- 
chased by the bank from the government. The 
memorial was referred to the committee on finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Hubbard expressed the wish that the above 
memorial had set forth whether the secretary of 
the treasury was under any obligation to correspond 
with this bank, which was a state bank of Penn- 
sylvania. 

The bill to alter and amend the several acts im- 
posing duties on imports was received from the 
house, with amendments; in which, on motion of 
Mr. Hubbard, the senate concurred. 

Several committees were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of petitions which had been re- 
ferred to them. 

Mr. Norvell, on leave, introduced a bill authoris- 
ing the president of the United States to ascertain 
and designate the boundary between Michigan and 
Wisconsin; which bill was read twice, by consent, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill from the house, making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year 1837, was read 
twice and referred. 

The following bills were read a third time, pass- 
ed, aud sent to the house of representatives for con- 
currence: 

The bill giving effect to the 8th article of the 
treaty of 1819 with Spain; the bill to organize the 
several fire companies in the District of Columbia; 
the bill to continue in force the acts of 1832 and 
1833, providing for the final adjustment of private 
land claims in Missouri; the bill to authorise the 
erection of a hospital in the city of Washington; 
the bill to amend the charter of the Franklin Insur- 
ance company; the bill to amend the act for quiet- 
ing possessions, enrolling conveyances, &c. (and to 
establish a criminal court), in the District of Co- 
lumbia; and the bill to incorporate the pumas and 
directors of the insurance company of Washington 
and Georgetown. 

On motion of Mr. Tomlinson, the bill to continue: 
for a limited time the office of commissioner of pen - 
sions was considered as in committee of the whole , 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

‘On motion of Mr. Walker, the bill to confirr. 
certain official acts of John Pope, former governe r 
of Arkansas, was considered as in committee of 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate took up tte 
bill to establish a collection district and port of e11- 
try at Jersey City, in New Jersey. The amend- 
ments from the committee were considered and 
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adopted. Mr. Walker moved to amend the biltby| Mr. Niles briefly replied, insisting that protection; Southard, Tallmadge, Wall, Webster, Win 


inserting Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, and supported | was needed only where there was an exertion of| Wright—-20. p3. On 


his motion at great length. Mr. Davis remarked | skill and ingenuity, and not forthe supply ofacoarse| Mr. Kent moved to strike out the arti Pha 
that those places were under the consideration of| material which th: hand of the Almég hhty had scat-| and other soaps, Windsor soap, and dso thes | Mr. = 
the committee on commerce, but they were not yet| tered profusely over mountains and valleys. He was| the amendment did not prevail. Mr. Niles m; buted ‘ 
ready to report. ‘The question was then taken and | not the representative of capitalists; he went for the | similar effort in regard to common tinned a e tT 
the amendment lost—ayes 8, noes not taken. mass, for numbers, not for money, &c. anned saddlery; but the amendment was rejec); M he é 
The bill to adjust and settle the claims of baron} Mr. Preston supported the amendment of Mr. Mr. Knight moved to strike out palm leaf a, “ - 
Bastrop, the marquis de Maison Rouge and others, | Niles, and declared that, if his hands were free from| Here was an article made by the poor, almost 3 
in Louisiana and Arkansas, was considered as in| the restraint of the compromise act, he should move | Clusively, and, if gentlemen wanted to benefit th nt te 
committee of the whole, variously amended, and or- | not merely to reduce, but to take off the tax entire-| poor, here was an opportunity. Mr. Preston ; fn Ne 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. [This|ly. He then went into a political view of the sub-| quired what duty that article paid. Mr. Wy ih tion 
bill authorises the claimants to try their case against | ject, and contended that the variant courses of the|Teplied 15 per cent. The amendment was reject * as { 
the United States before the district court of Lou- | four chairmen of the committees on finance, on ma- r. Knight moved to strike out the article , YEAS 
isiana, and ultimately before the supreme court of| nufactures, on foreign relations, and on naval affairs, | button moulds. The motion was negatived_, : avis, H 
the United States, &c.] in reference to the tariff, showed that, with the party | 16, noes 19. Mr. Crittenden moved to strike (flMMorvell, 


The senate proceede | to the further consideration | having the ascendency, the tariff was an open ques- | “all spirits made of vinous materials imported jy, 
of the bill to reduce the duties on certain imported | tion, on which the members of that party were per-|the United States.” Mr. Wright explained 4) 
articles, the question being on the motion of Mr. | mitted to differ, whence he argued that the south the object of the committee had been to reduce te 
Davis, to strike common salt from the list of articles | could haye no pledge that the policy of the coming|Tevenue as far as they could with safety, an, ‘ 
on which it was proposed to reduce the duties. administration would be decidedly an anti-tariff po- | this article bore a protecting duty of from 53 to 85 

Mr. Davis - ta at considerable length in reply, licy. Pennsylvania was irreclaimably tariff; Vir- cents, they supposed it might be reduced one-haj 
especially to the remarks of Mr. Calhoun in refer-| ginia unalterably anti-tariff; and these two great|and still sufficiently protect the domestic arti, 
ence to the history of the tariff of 1828, and the | states had combined to putin a president who was to | made from grain; in which case, without injury 
course then pursued by the senators from New Eng- stand, like a great Colossus, with one foot on tariff any one, the revenue might be reduced half a mil. 
land; and repelling the charge respecting pledges, | Pennsylvania, and the other on anti-tariff Virginia, lion of dollars. He demanded the yeas and nays: fiempr its th 
on their part, in reference to the compromise bill. while the little states of the south might creep about which bata, Spc stood as follows: YEAS 

Mr. Benton went into a lengthy reply, in which between his legs, and seek them out dishonorable} _ YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Crittende; In, Hut 
he quoted the journal to show that the present bill | 8T@V°S- Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Presto, Binu, L 
was more advanced in proportion to the date of the| Mr. Webster spoke with great earnestness, and Robbing, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Toy iiier, Bi 
session than the compromise bill had been in 1833; with unusual warmth and some severity in reply to linson, Webster, White—17. alker, 
from which he took occasion to vindicate the com- | Mr. Niles, whom he accused as having misrepre- NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Fy. i NAY! 
mittee who reported it from the charge of delay.— | sented him on this and other occasions, as advocat- ton, Hubbard, King, of Ala. King, of Ga. Linn, iia endric 
He denied the binding force of the compromise act, | ing the cause of capital against that of labor; the eee, crest cvorvees Wage, Serwet, Rigas 
against which he spoke with some severity. He | poor against the rich. If he thought that it was the Ruggles, _ Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Wale, And t 
warmly commended the policy of regulating com- | true interest of the poor to reduce the protection on Wall, Wright—21. , , Febru 
merce by equivalents, and expressed a determina- | American coal, he would cheerfully vote for the Mr. Kent moved to strike out the article (iientials 
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tion to commence a regular system of operations | amendment; but believing exactly the reverse, he | W'- | ao 
with a view to have that policy extensively pursued | should oppose it. He reminded Mr. N. that the Sat some vemtens Dy | Eeaey.. Nerve! ae 
by this government. whole system of the protecting policy, nay, the cons- Southard, the question was taken by yeas and hays, pext. 
After a few remarks from Mr. Niles, the question | titution itself, had had its origin in the desire to pro-| °° follows: The f 
was taken on striking out the duty on salt, and de- | tect American industry against overwhelming Bri. YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Crittenden, He. Bijlavery 
cided in the negative, by yeas and nays, as follows: | tish competion. The adoption of the constitution dricks, Kent, Knight, Morris, Robbins, Robinsm unbia, 
YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- } had not been owing to the rich men, but to the me- Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson—12. jes of | 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Kent, | chanics, the laboring men of thiscountry. Thetrue| _NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Di .RMgens of 
Knight, McKean, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, | way to benefit the poor was to protect their indus- | V!5; Fulton, Hubbard, King, of Ala. King, of (aji@@more pt 
Southard, Webster—15. try, to secure to them a reward for their toil. He Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Pu. ia ermot 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Brown, Cuth- | reminded Mr. N. of the large protection enjoyed by | Ker, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strangmg@l Lue: 
bert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Hubbard, King, of | the working men of Connecticut—the heavy duties Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Wi a 
Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, | on hats, on tin ware, imported woollens—and repro- 5... laid 
Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Prentiss, | bated the idea of attacking a general policy to ac- The bill was then reported to the senate, andl ecKea 
Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, complish a mere temporary purpose. The way to the amendments agreed to, with the exception d g the 
Tipton, Walker, White, Wright—28. make American coal cheap'was to protect it from | the following: iA 
Mr. Benton moved to amend the bill by inserting | foreign competition until the capital employed had} . 1. Duty on china and porcelain, earthen aifjmhe foll 
a particular kind of blankets, (specified in his | completed the means of supply, and domestic com- stone ware. %, “> 










amendment), used principally by the Indians; which | petition reduced the articles to its minimum price.| Mr. Wright suggested that, as the senate ws 
amendment was agreed to—ayes 23, noes 14. It was very true that coal was scattered through the | "OW very thin, although it might happen thata di 
Mr. Niles moved to insert an amendment to re- | mountains, and there it would lie forever, until the | ferent vote would be obtained from what had bea 
duce the duty on coal, coke, &c. to $1 within the | hand of labor, guided and employed by the combi-| 51V@n 10 Goeamitene Wien Se Sensis yas ful, 7 
present year, and to 75 cents a ton the succeeding | Pation of capital, brought it out." The object of the| It would be better to visage Adi —7 a cage 
year, &c. Mr. N. spoke at length in support of his protecting policy was to secure those brawny arms avoid a reconsideration or other difficulty when ti 
amendment, inveighing with great severity against.| 2nd industrious hands steady employment and a fit re ee ee ee ee 
the duty on coal, as leading to monopoly, and op- | Teward; and it was a false and injurious representa-|__To this it was replied that one senator (= 
ression of the poor. In the course of his speech | tion of the policy, and of those who advocated it, to| Knight) has avowedly changed his vote, and u» 
be adverted to the influence of capitalists over the | hold them up to odium as favoring the rich against | ther was present now who had not been in com! 
legislation of congress. He went not for wealth, | the poor. tee. 
but for numbers. Mr. Buchanan replied, with some warmth, toare-| The question on concurring with the commit 
Mr. Buchanan replied, and dwelt upon the neces- mark of Mr. Preston which he considered as perso-| of the whole in the amendment which struck ott 
sity of a protecting duty to the coal miners of Penn- ne, big air. F. promptly ¢xplained. Mr. B. pro- this article from the bill, (thereby retaining 0? 
sylvania. On the faith of that protection, a great ceeded to vindicate his course, as having been pre-|tecting duty upon it), was decided by yeas ® 
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amount of capital had been invested in cutting rail rad ibed Aiey by no party arrangements or party| nays and follows: The 
roads and canals to the coal region. This business ere . dictated solely by a sense of duty, and) YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Crittenl@miivobst 
gave employment to a large number of poor and in- | ® }°59PC 10 te interests of his constituents. Davis, Hendricks, Kent, Linn, Nicholas, Robi" Res: 
dustrious people, while the small vessels engaged in Mr. Preston followed, in fuller ex lanation of what| Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tiptoto be 
transporting the coal coastwise formed an invalua- he had before said as to the tariff being an open| Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, White—18. lave t 
ble nursery for our seamen. It was no monopoly. geen. and in regard to the obligation imposed by} NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, FuBecret 
The coal region was of vast extent, and open to all the compromise act. ton, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, of Gefiim@and o 
who choose to purchase. Mr. Niles replied to Mr. Webster, denying any in-| gia, Knight, Lyon, Morris, Niles, Norvell, Pagimmpoth i 
Mr. Niles briefly replied, and insisted that it was | tention to misrepresent him, or to have made a per-| Parker, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Walindivi 
a monopoly, because the canals and rail roads were | sonal reference to him in his former remarks, yet in- | —19. bf the 
in the hands of wealthy companies; and as to a| sisting on the influence of capitalists over the legis-| So china and earthenware were retained in Ofimthe la, 
nursery for seamen, that would be only increased lation of congress. He commented in rather a hu-| bill, as free of duty. Res 
by a reduction in the price of coal. morous manner on the course of Mr. Preston, whom| 2. Blankets chiefly used among the Indians. the ¢ 
Mr. Webster opposed the amendment, and argued | he represented as endeavoring to awaken the ghost} On this Mr. Davis demanded the yeas and nijgimsale a, 
that the only true way to bring down the price of| of nullification, and as wandering all around the| He objected to the amendment as injurious to the in 
American coal was to free it from the competition | points of the compass until he got to a point that was| interests of several manufactories of blankets (Hggoing 
from England and Nova Scotia, where the late duke | not in the compass. [A laugh.] tablished within the United States. mate. 
of York owned a coal mine, which his creditors ex-| Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, here moved to adjourn.| Mr. Benton, Mr. Linn and Mr. Norvell expla In « 
pected would soon have command of the American | The motion was lost—yeas 10, nays 33. the great difference between Indian blankets “mm ."S h 
market, as soon as the protecting duty should be re-| The question was then taken on the amendment| those of a domestic manufacture, and the very" eae 
moved. He inveighed against the perpetual vacil-| proposed by Mr. Niles, for a gradual reduction of| cided preference which the Indians expressed ge storr 
lations in our policy, and argued to show that those | the duty on foreign coal, coal screenings and coke,| the one over the other, and which precluded mele 
who had invested extensive capital on the faith of| ¢nd decided in the negative, as follows: competition from our factories, with what — 
our laws were entitled to something like stability in) _YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- ioeally known among them as Mackinaw blankly Hons 
the course of the government. He protested against | bard, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Lyon,| They were thick, finely woven, and of the fi" mh 
the ery of taxes being for the rich against the poor. | Niles, Page, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strang ¢, Tip. wool, and impervious to the rain. a 
In a country like this, if the government did not pro- | ton, Walker—15. " After some desultory conversation, the am, wos 
tect capital when employed to supply the great wants} _NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buclianan,| ment was concurred in by the senate—yee aie 
of the country, we must sit down contented to be} Crittenden, Davis, Kent, Knight, Linn, McKean,| nays 14. So the Indian blankets were inserted 1 ine 
forever a poor nation. Nicholas, Norvell, Parke ‘yer — 
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fs On striking out cigars. Amendment agreed 
- yeas 18, noes 16. P 
Mr. Davis renewed in the senate the motion he 
.q made in committee of the whole, to strike from 
e bill olive oil, and demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr. Webster supported this motion, on the ground, 

t the repeal of the duty would afford but a very 
‘ding relief in point of revenue, yet interfere 
th the great whaling interest, which it was so im- 
stant to cherish. : 

Mr. Norvell also supported the motion, and the 
vestion being taken, it was carried by yeas and 
nS, a3 follows: ‘ 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Crittenden, 
avis, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Linn, Nicholas, 
orvell, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tall- 
adge, Lipton, Tomlinson, Webster, White—19. 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ful- 
n, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, of Geor- 
a, Lyon, Niles, Page, Parker, Rives, Ruggles, 

: vier, Strange, Walker, Wall—17. ; 

Mr. Kent moved to strike out sulphate of qui- 

ne and calomel,—the amendment was rejected; 

hen at about 8 o’clock the question was at length 
ntained, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
yr its third reading by the following voie: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ful- 
yn, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King of Georgia, 

inu, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Par- 

or, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, 
alker, Webster, White, Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Crittenden, Davis, 

endricks, Kent, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, 
wift, Tipton, Wall—11. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

February 25. Mr. Tallmadge presented the cre- 
entials of the honorable Silas Wright, re-elected a 
onator of the United States from the state of New 

ork, for six years from and after the 3d of March 
ext. 

The following petitions, praying the abolition of 
lavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- | 
mbia, were presented: by Mr. McKean, from la- 
ies of Pittsburgh and of Philadelphia, and from citi- 
ens of Pennsylvania, amounting in all, to 6,000 or 
more petitioners; by Mr. Swift trom inhabitants of 
Vermont; by Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, from inhabitants 
f Lucas county, Ohio; which petitions were not 
eceived; the question of reception being successive- 
y laid on the table on motionof Mr. Bayard. Mr. 
McKean having called for the yeas and nays on lay- 

gthe motion to receive his petition on the table, 
ley were ordered, and it was laid on the table by 
he following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay- 
on, Ewing, of Illinvis, Fulton, Hubbard, King, of 
Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, 
Norvell, Parker, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Tall- 

edge, Walker, White, Wright—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Ewing, of Chio, Hen- 
lricks, McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, South- 
ard, Swift, Tipton, Wall, Webster—12. 

The committee on pensions and the committee on 
aval aifairs were discharged from the consideration 

bf several petitions, &c. referred to them. 
_ Mr. Davis presented the proceedings and resolu- 
lons of the legislature of Massachusetts, urging on 
ongress the importance of observing the faith of the 
olupromise tariff act, and of a steady and uniform 
olicy in relation to commerce. Laid on the table, 
ind ordered to be printed. 

lhe following resolutions were offered by Mr. 
Webster: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury cause 
0 be prepared a collection of the instructions which 
ave been issued from time to time, either by the 
secretary of the treasury or the commissioner of the 
and office, excepting only such as refer exclusively, 
othin principle and application, to particular or 

ndividual cases, together with the official opinions 
of the attorney general on questions arising under 
he land laws: 
, fesolved, That the secretary of the senate cause 
"'é general public acts of congress respecting the 
bale and disposition of the public lands, together with 
“© Instructions and opinions mentioned in the fore- 
tay resolution, to be printed for the use of the se- 
: In offering these resolutions, Mr. Webster said it 
was his object that the oe acts, the instructions 
piven under them, and the official opinions of the 
Fy vey general on questions arising in the admi- 
neon of these laws, should be collected and pub- 
ished, and made available to all. These instruc- 
Mo and opinions are in manuscript. They are 
nly known at the land office, and may govern ques- 
Ons arising there without any means on the part of 
: Sse interested, to possess themselves fully of their 

‘aracter and contents. The laws, although con- 

‘ined in the two volumes commonly called the vo- 


a mass of treaties, ordinances and private acts, that 
it is not always easy to bring them together, or to 
get a connected view of their provisions. 


The subject was getting to be very important.— 
Interfering claims were constantly arising, especial- 
ly under pre-emption acts; and it was understood 
that an appeal, in these cases, lay to the commis- 
sioner, or to the secretary of the treasury. The land 
office was thus becoming an important judicature; 
and it was essential that its course and its rules of 
proceeding should be known. Interesting rights 
were decided by it, and it became congress to look 
into its proceedings, and to see that the laws were 
openly, fairly and ably executed. The first step to 
reach this end, was to make public, in some acces- 
sible form, the instructions and opinions under which 
the land. officers acted. Any further provisions to 
insure yt administration, could then be adopt- 
ed, which congress should judge necessary, if, in- 
deed, any should be thought necessary. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 


The following bills were read a third time, pass- 
ed, and sent to the house of representatives for con- 
currence: 

The bill to authorise the president of the United 
States to ascertain and designate the boundary be- 
tween Michigan and Wisconsin. 

The bill to establish a port of entry at Jersey 
City, New Jersey, and for other purposes. 

The bill adjusting the land claims of baron Bas- 
trop, the marquis de Maison Rouge, and others in 
Louisiana and Arkansas. 

The bill to continue the office of commissioner of 
pensions; and 

The bill to ratify and confirm certain official acts 
of John Pope, former governor of Arkansas. 

The bill to alter and amend the several acts im- 
posing duties on imports, (for reducing the duties), 
came up on its third reading and final passage. 

Mr. Southard having called for the yeas and nays 
on the question, proceeded at some length in oppo- 
sition to the bill, and especially to those portions of it 
which affected the arrangement of the compromise 
act of 1833, urging that the duty on sugar ought as 
much to be repealed as the duty on salt; that the 
bill would favor the rich far more than the poor; 
and that the faith of the country, as well as high in- 
dividual interests, required that the provisions of 
the compromise tariff act, so called, of 1833, should 
not be violated. 


Mr. Clay went into a history of the inception and 
adoption of the compromise bill, and the general 
understanding with which it had been received 
throughout the union, and argued to show that if 
the present bill should pass, the friends of the pro- 
tecting policy would be free, hereafter, to augment 
protecting duties, as they might deem the interests 
of the country to require. He concluded a very 
animated appeal by moving that the bill be recom- 
mitted to the committee on finance, with instruc- 
tions to strike out all articles on which the duty is 
now 20 per cent. or above, in accordance with the 
provisions of the compromise act of 1833. 

Mr. Clay’s motion to recommit the bill was ne- 
gatived by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Knight, McKean, Moore, Morris, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Spence, Swift, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, Wedster—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ew- 
ing, of Iltinois, Fulton, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, 
King, of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, White, 
Wright—25. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Calhoun, Preston, Black and Tipton. 

Mr. Knight moved to recommit the bill with in- 
structions to strike out common salt, stone and por- 
celain ware, palm leaf brooms, button moulds, tin- 
ned and japanned saddlery, and spirits made from 
vinous materials, which motion was negatived by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hen- 
dricks, Knight, McKean, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- 
bins, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Webster—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ew- 
ing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, of 
Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, 
Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tall- 
madge, Walker, White, Wright—27. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, of Ala. King, of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, 





umes of the land laws, were yet mixed up with such 


Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, 


Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Wal- 
ker, White, Wright—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks, Knight, 
McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Southard, Spence, Tipton, Tomlinson—18. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill to establish a surveyor 
general’s office for the territory of Wisconsin. 

On motions of Messrs. Robinson, Tipton and Nor- 
vell, the bill was successively so amended as to 
provide for the establishment of surveyor general’s 
offices in the states of Illinois, Indiana and Michi- 
gan respectively, and having been still further 
amended, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill to authorise 
and sanction the sales of reserves provided for Creek 
Indians in the treaty of March 24, 1832, in certain 
cases, and for other purposes, was considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the bill to amend the 
act for laying out Fort Madison and other towns 
in Wisconsin, and for other purposes, was consider- 
ed as in committee of the whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Also, the bill to establish two additional land of- 
fices in Wiscunsin, west of the Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. Websler, the bill to approve 
and confirm three several acts of the legislative 
council of Wisconsin, establishing three banks in 
that territory, was considered as in committee of 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Also, on the motion of Mr. Hendricks, the bill 
establishing certain roads in Wisconsin. (Amend- 
ed with additions). 

On motion of Mr. Tullmadge, the joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of lieut. Horatio N. Crabbe, was, 
by consent, read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Morris, the bill for the appoint- 
ment of an additional attorney for the territory of 
Wisconsin, was considered as in committee of the 
whole, and lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill explanatory 
of the act granting half-pay to the widows and or- 
phans of those who died in the military service of 
the United States, was considered as in committee 
of the whole, explained by Mr. Tomlinson and op- 
posed by Mr. Calhoun, who moved to strike out 
the second section of the bill, but the amendment 
did not prevail, and the bill was ordered to its en- 
grossment. 

The senate then proceeded (about 5 o’clock) to 
executive business. 

February 27. The president pro tem. laid before 
the senate a communication from the treasury de- 
partment, in compliance with a senate resolution of 
the 25d instant, with communications from the so- 
licitor of the treasury. Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the war department 
in relation to the harbor of Milwaukee, in Wiscon- 
sin. Referred. 

Mr. Kent presented the credentials of the hon. 
John S. Spence, re-elected a United States senator 
by the legislature of Maryland for six years from 
and after the 3d of March next. 

Mr. Fulton presented the credentials of the hon. 
A. H. Sevier, appointed a senator by the executive 
of Arkansas, to fill the vacancy which will occur 
on the 4th of March next by the expiration of his 
present term of service. 

Mr. Webster objected to this appointment as ex- 
traordinary, and, as he believed, unauthorised, as 
the appointment had been made before the occur- 
rence of the vacancy; the actual occurrence of 
which could alone authorise the appointment. [No 
action was had on the subject}. 

My. Morris presented a memorial from the legis- 
lature of Ohio in relation to certain lands in the 
southern portion of that state, which had been 
forty years unsold in the market. Laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Messrs. Buchanan and Morris presented various 
memorials praying the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. Not re- 
ceived; the questions of reception being succes- 
sively laid on the table, on motion of Mr. White. 

Mr. Webster, from the committee on finance, to 
whom were referred the report of the commission- 
er appointed by the secretary of the treasury, to as- 
certain the value of the shares in the United States 
bank, and the late memorial of the United States 
bank, under the charter of Pennsylvania, reported 
a joint resolution authorising and directing the se- 
cretary of the treasury to accept the terms set forth 
in that memorial, and to make a final adjustment 
and settlement of the accounts between the govern- 





ment and the United States bank. Read twice, by 
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consent, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the correspondence 
on the above subject between the chairman of the 
committee on finance and the secretary of the trea- 
sury was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a joint resolution for the distribution of 
20,000 copies of general Macomb’s instructions 
and regulations for the militia; which resolution 
was read twice, by consent, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Ruggles, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill making appropriations for light 
houses, buoys, &c. for 1837; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motions of Messrs. Wright, Hubbard and 
Niles, the committees over which they preside 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
several petitions. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the resolutions offer- 
ed by him to publish a compilation of the opinions 
of the attorney general on the subject of the public 
lands, and of the instructions to the general land 
office, were, by consent, read a second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. (These 
resolutions were, under the rules, improperly dis- 

osed of by their adoption on their first reading on 
Saturday. They were amended, on motion of Mr. 
Webster, by excepting such opinions of the attor- 
ney general as are of a particular or individual 
character). 

The house bill making appropriations for fortifi- 
cations for 1837, and for other purposes, was re- 
ceived from the house, read twice, by consent, and 
referred to the committee on finance. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for 1837, as amended by the house, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Wright stated that a formal report from the 
committee would have involved proceedings which 
would have delayed the passage of the bill. They 
had therefore informally agreed to recommend that 
the senate concur in the amendments of the house. 

The senate concurred accordingly. [This bill 
wants only the signature of the president to become 
a law. 

ti bills which were ordered to a third 
reading on Saturday, were severally read a third 
time and passed; the bill for two additional land 
cifices in Wisconsin being previously amended, by 
consent, on motion of Mr. White, so as to exclude 
lands to which the Indian title has not been extin- 
guished. 

The report made by Mr. Buchanan, from the 
committee on foreign relations, on the subject of 
Mexico, was called up by him. 

Mr. Walker objected to its consideration before 
the resolution he had notified on the subject cf Tex- 
as was taken up. After a struggle on this subject; 
the senate determined that Mr. Buchanan’s report 
should now be considered. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. Clay expressed his concurrence in the reso- 
lution with which the report concluded, though not 
in all the reasoning in the body of the report. He 
considered the correspondence between the two go- 
vernments as not making out a case either for iin- 
mediate war or reprisals; but that it was proper to 
renew our demand for satisfaction and indemnity 
before the senate should proceed to consider the ul- 
terior measures which the honor and interest of the 
country should require. 

As to Mr. Ellis’s departure from Mexico, he 
deemed it a movement harsh, abrupt and unneces- 
sary. The delay which had occurred was no great- 
er than frequently occurred in diplomacy; and the 
reply of the Mexican government to Mr. Ellis’s de- 
mand was a temperate, dispassionate paper, in 
which some of our claims were admitted, while 
further information was said to be requisite in re- 
gard to others. Mr. C. thought it would have been 
better had our charge remained; in which case, the 
intelligence would have reached him, and might 
have been officially communicated to Mexico, of 
the disposition by our own government, as to that 
question which had chiefly occasioned the offence 
taken by Mr. Gorostiza. 

Mr. C. condemned the publication of that minis- 
ter’s pamphlet in very strong terms; yet observed 
that such publications were not without precedent 
in the annals of our diplomacy. He referred, as 
one instance, to the publication, while our negotia- 
tions were petiding at Ghent, and in a most critical 
situation, of all the correspondence of the Ameri- 
can negotiators with their own governinent and 
with the British commissioners. This had produc- 
ed a great shock in the minds and feelings of the 
British negotiators, and it had been with difficulty 
that Mr. C. could explain the matter so as in any 
degree to remove the irritation which might have 





been fatal to the success of that negotiation. So 
Mr. Pageot, the late and present French charge des 
affaires, had published the letter of the duke de 
Broglie, notwithstanding which he had been receiv- 
ed by this government, when again sent by his own. 
The publication, although irregular, had had no in- 
jurious effect, and there was every reason to believe 
that it had not been until some intimation, official 
or unofficial, was conveyed to the coast of France, 
that Mr. Pageot’s return would not be disagreeable 
to this government, that the measure of his re-ap- 
pointment had been ventured upon. 

Mr. Buchanan expressed his satisfaction that the 
senator from Kentucky so nearly agreed with the 
residue of the committee in their report, and en- 
tirely as to the resolution they had recommended. 
The justice of the remarks which he had made in 
relation to the withdrawal of Mr Ellis would be 
palpable, but for some circumstances in the case to 
which he had not adverted. It must be remember- 
ed that Mr. Ellis’s demand on the government of 
Mexico was not then made for the first time, but 
was only a consolidation of a number of preceding 
demands, intended to bring the dispute between the 
United States and Mexico to a point. From time 
to time as these injuries had been inflicted, redress 
had been demanded, but these applications had al- 
ways been evaded by the Mexican government.— 
The letter of Mr. Ellis was only a summing up of 
these grievances: and that government ought to 
have been prepared to yield us prompt redress.— 
He thought Mr. Ellis had strictly obeyed his in- 
structions; but he would not now enter into any de- 
bate on that subject. 

There was one other point on which he should 
not have said a word, but for an article in a morn- 
ing paper, coming from a source which seemed to 
render it necessary. The extreme delicacy of con- 
gress ordering contingent reprisals against a foreign 
power was obvious. He would not, indeed, sa 
that cases might not occur which would render it 
proper; but they must be extreme cases. Unless 
there was an immediate and pressing necessity for 
redress, it was always best to have the opinion of 
congress on all the facts rather than that of the 
president alone. 

The committee had not deemed such a measure 
to be politic at this time. They knew that general 
Santa Ana, whose life had been justly forfeited, but 
had been restored to him by the magnanimity of 
the government of Texas, had arrived at the capi- 
tol; that he had been sent home in a government 
vessel of the United States; and that there was 
every reason to believe that his arrival would be 
hailed by the Mexicans with joy, and that he would 
shortly be restored to the presidency of the repub- 
lic. Under such circumstances, it was not unrea- 
sonable to hope that he would be disposed to render 
to this country the justice which was due; and 
that, therefore, it would not be expedient to autho- 
rise any decisive measures of a hostile character.— 
Again: the unanimous opinion of the committee 
had been that the 34th article of our treaty with 
Mexico did require that a new demand should be 
made by this government before any hostile mea- 
sure was resorted to. ‘To go through the necessary 
forms under that article would take much time.— 
Probably this business would not be completed un- 
til within two or three months previous to the com- 
mencement of another session of congress; they 
therefore thought it best to let the question lie over 
for this brief space. 

[Mr. 5. here read the article of the treaty.] 

He thought the United States could not dispense 
with the condition of a previous demand substan- 
tiated by proof. And although this did not apply 
to insults on the American flag, or to the outrage- 
ous treatment of our consuis in Mexican ports, yet 
it did certainly embrace all cases of individual 
claims. It was therefore better to defer action 
until time had been allowed to collect the proof re- 
quisite, and to make the demand in the most so- 
lemn form. When this had been done, if some 
tee change of circumstances did not occur, Mr. 

- should think that the justice due to our injured 
citizens and the honor of the American flag would 
require congress to adopt prompt and immediate 
measures for redress. 

That no demand had hitherto been made, in con- 
formity with the treaty, must be apparent to all 
thuse who had read the correspondence. Under it 
there must be a statement of the injuries and dama- 
ges we had sustained; and this must be verified by 
competent proof, before we could resort to war or 
reprisals. Our government must be the judge, in 
the first instance, of the cases requiring redress; 
and they must then be presented to the Mexican 
government in the required form. 

This provision of the treaty was a peculiar one; 
but it was not the less obligatory upon us on that 
account. We had agreed that we would neither re- 


———— 


sort to war nor to reprisals, until we had pre 
complied with it, so far as it was applicable, 

When Mr. Buchanan concluded, the que stion 
was taken on agreeing to the resolution reported 
by the committee on foreign relations, and dec; ded 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brow) 
Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert 
Davis, Ewing, of Ill. Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks 
Hubbard, Kent, King, of Ala. King, of Ga. Knicht 
Linn, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, No,’ 
vell, Page, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rg), 
bins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Spence, Strange 
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Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wajj.,’ [eas 28° 
Wall, Webster, White, Wright—46. ker, nays 12. 
So it was The bil 
Resolved, unanimously, That the senate concy, prdered to 
in opinion with the president of the United Sia, 2° mot 
that another demand ought to be made for the ye. Resolvec 
dress of our grievances from the Mexican gover. [pf the oe 
ment, the mode and manner of which, under th half past 
34th article of the treaty, so far as it may be appjj. The ser 
cable, are properly confided to his discretion JRpast ur. 
They cannot doubt, from the justice of our claims, The fol 


that this demand will result in speedy redress; py ; f 
should they be disappointed in this reasonable ex. mittee ° 


pectation, a state of things will then have occurreq Fi! * = 

which will make it the imperative duty of congress #0" of by 
romptly to consider what further measures may [pect for - 

be required by the honor of the nation and the e sch 


rights of our injured fellow citizens. A 

Mr. Walker moved the consideration of his re. Jee 1 oe» 
solution for the recognition of the independence of B® °° af 
Texas. Mr. Hubbard moved to postpone its con. ep hy 
sideration to Friday; and a desultory conversation Ae y f 
took place upon the motion, which was finally mo. pittee . ] 
dified by inserting Wednesday next, and carried by [RRC” i ta , 
yeas and nays as follows: hi a 
j YEAS--Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Clay. it rh 
ton, Davis, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alab. King, BRO"? 
of Ga. Knight, Lyon, Morris, Niles, Page, Prentiss, nt pr 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip. 4 th 
ton, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, Wright—25. wagers 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Clay, “ pie’ 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fultca, x : 



































Hendricks, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Par- ere 
ker, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Spence, Strange, The ee 
Walker, White—21. nha unerate 
The chair presented communications from the oral Laf 
secretary of the treasury in relation to the payment Fey, 
of clerks in the office of the auditor of the post of Ba Ph 
fice department, with a report on the employment Bl Lafay 
of custom house officers. Ordered to be printed. ‘shed h 
Mr. Parker presented the proceedings and reso- 5 on * 
lutions of the legislature of Virginia, in favor of ya 
granting the franking privilege to members of the Bi opp 
state legislatures and others in state offices. Laid enmanal 
on the table. : sneral | 
The following bills were considered as in com- sineh 
mittee of the whole: The bill for the relief of per- BR... ‘ 
sons who received wounds in the revolutionary » other 
war. The bill to purchase the use of the medical vate @ 
steam apparatus of Boyd Reilly, for the use of the rated. 
army, &c. The bill providing for the erection and J. requ 
repair of certain custom houses. The bill toex- Baio g, 
tend three years longer the act for the relief of the t: 
certain insolvent debtors of the United States. And ich 
the bill to extend the time for issuing script cer- Ti the pj 
tificates on United States military land warraits; maidens 
(explained and advocated by Messrs. Tomlinson enwhia 
and Ewing, of Ohio, and amended so as to confine The bj 
its operation to officers and soldiers of the revolu- Bijents in 
tionary gi don m 
These bills were severally ordered to be engross- The bj 
ed for a third reading. aS cons 
The bill to advance $1,000,000 on the two per TMP engro 
cent. land fund, to the states of Alabama and Mis- The li 
sissippi respectively, being under consideration. — nde the 
r. Moore said he had presented a memorial Mr. L 
from the legislature of Alabama, in relation to 2 Bip, cont 


great work now in contemplation, to unite Mobile 


ds wi 
with the waters of the Tennessee. He regretted 





0 pas: 
extremely that the committee on the public lands, he 
to whom this memorial was referred, had over- State 
looked the views of that legislature entirely, and Biicsog o 
had reported the bill, now before the senate, with- Tifa wa, 
out a due regard to their views. He had no ob- Georg 
jections that Mississippi should dispose of her two Biiprogc, 
per cent. fund in any manner that she and her re- Lhe fe 

resentatives might think proper; but he had ob- ed to 
jections to the refusal of the same privilege to the the re 
state of Alabama. He, therefore, moved to lay the [ihe pjjj 
bill on the table for the present, preferring to run olutio 
the risk of being misrepresented as illeberal, to ns.” 
that of being unfaithful to the interests of his con BMster » 
stituents. tts. 

On this motion, Mr. Walker asked for the yea Tithe m 
and nays; which were ordered, and were taken as lanc 
follows: e bill 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, navy 





Clayton, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks, Hub- Hew 
I for t 


uy Wel 
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' 1 Knight, Linn, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, 

ented Page, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, 

wift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Webster, 

maT FT ites, Benton, Black, Buchanan, Crit- 

honden, Fulton, Kent, King, of Ala. Lyon, Norvell, 

arker, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Spence, Strange, 
—16. 

- the pill was ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill for the relief of commodore Isaac Hull, 
«as also ordered to lie on the table by yeas 26, 
PE ill for the relief of John McCartee was 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, it was 

Resolved, That the senate during the remainder 
fthe session take a recess from three o’clock to 


half past four. 

























past four. 
EVENING SESSION. 


The following bills were considered as in com- 
nittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
or a third reading: The bill to remunerate the cap- 
ors of the privateer Lydia; the bill to amend the 
ct for the relief of Samuel Smith and others; the 
ill for the relief of captain Charles G. Ridgely, of 


he navy: 
| "The bil to authorise the secretary of the treasu- 
y to invest the amount of the two per cent. fund, 
anted for the purpose of making a road or roads, 
» the state of Alabama, was considered as in com- 
nittee of the whole, and opposed by Messrs. Wal- 
rand Black, on the eage that it was putting a 
nd in bank stock which ought to be used, and 
hich was proposed to be used, for the mutual be- 
efit of Mississippi and Alabama, by the bill that 
ras Jost to-day on Mr. Moore’s motion. 
It was advocated by Mr. Moore, chiefly on the 
ound that it was making a fund productive which 
as now lying useless, and which, he maintained, 
as designed for the benefit of Alabama, and not 
Mississippi, any more than any other state in 
He union. The bill was lost, by yeas 12, nays 18. 
" The senate proceeded to consider the bill to re- 
Munerate captain Francis Allyn for conveying ge- 
eral Lafayette to the United States in 1824. This 
ll proposed to allow $4,000 to the captain and 
@vners of the ship Cadmus for bringing over gene- 
m! Lafayette to this country. The captain relin- 
luished his place in the Havre line, and procured a 
hip on his own responsibility, and was at expenses 
going to Paris, &c. The bill was warmly oppos- 
fl as opprobrious in its character; it was making a 
bmmodity of the honor of having tendered to the 
neral his passage. The owners had had loud 
aises at the time for their liberality, yet now 
me to congress for pay. It was contended, on 
¢ other hand, that this captain had been at large 
ivate expenses, for which he ought to be remu- 
rated. It did not appear that the owners had 
er requested any thing of the kind. After a de- 
ltory debate, Mr. Buchanan moved to lay the bill 
the table; and called for the yeas and nays; 
hich were taken and stood—yeas 22, nays 18.— 
) the bill was laid on the table, but afterwards re- 
nsidered, amended and agreed to, and ordered to 
engrossed for a third reading. 
The bill to remunerate capt. Hall for improve- 
ents in fire arms, was taken up, briefly discussed, 
don motion of Mr. Black laid on the table. 
The bill for the relief of col. Matthew Arbuckle, 
’s considered, amended and lost on the question 
engrossment—yeas 16, uays 16. 
The light house bill was read a second time and 
nde the order of the day for to-morrow. _ 
Mr. Lyon moved to take up the bill granting five 
T cent. to Michigan on the sales of the public 
ds within its limits. Negatived. The senate 
0 passed over the bill establishing a board of 
| missioners to examine claims against the Unit- 
States. Two or three private bills were also 
Ssed over. The bill for the relief of Francis Ca- 
al was discussed at great length by Messrs. King, 
Georgia, White and Webster; and ordered to be 
Frossed for a third reading. | 
Che following bills were also considered, and or- 
red to be engrossed for a third reading: The bill 
the relief of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay.— 
te bill for the relief of David Stone. The joint 
lution for the purchase of 500 copies of certain 
Ps. The joint resolution authorising the post- 
‘ter general to change the time of making con- 
is. The bill to provide for the transportation 
the mail on rail roads. The bill confirming cer- 
land claims of the heirs of Michael Drayton. 
© bill for the more equitable administration of 
navy pension fund. The bills to incorporate 
Howard institution of the city of Washington, 
' for the relief of the heirs of Francis L. B. Gor- 



















The senate then adjourned to meet again at half 


the bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 


Henry Fisher, the senate adjourned. 
February 28. The president pro. tem. presented a 
letter from the president elect of the United States, 
informing the senate that he would be ready to take 
the usual oath of office, on Saturday, March 4, at 12 
o’clock, noon, at such place, and insuch manner, as 
the senate might designate. 
Mr. Grundy offered a resolution for the appoint- 
ment of a committee of arrangements, to make the 
requisite preparations for administering the oath to 
the president elect of the United States. 
r. Clay said he would like to inquire whether 
precedents had been examined on this subject. He 


agency in this business; but he was not aware why 
the senate should act upon it any more than the 
house, or why it was not a joint concern. He re- 
membered that, on the first election of Mr. Monroe, 
the committee of the senate applied to him,.as speak- 
er of the honse, for the use of the chamber of the 
house; and he had told them that he would put the 
chamber in order for the use of the senate, but the 
control of it he did not feel authorised to surrender. 


Mr. Calhoun regretted that the committee had not 
made a written report on so important a recommen- 
dation. 

Mr. Wright explained that the second section of 
the bill being neither more nor less than the bill for- 
merly introduced by the senator from South Carolina 
himself, the case was fully understood by all the se- 
nate, and needed no consumption of time to explain 
it. As toa written report, there had been no time to 
prepare one, even had the committee deemed it ne- 
cessary. 

Mr. Calhoun reminded the senate of the trium- 
phant majority by which the deposite bill had been 
adopted at the last session; and as there had occur- 


was aware that the senate had always had a peculiar | red nothing since then to change the principle of the 


measure in any respect, he was content to rest the 
present question on the principles then so unanswer- 
ably established, and the discussion by which they 
had been defended at the last session. 

Mr. Wright said that the principles which had go- 
verned his course last year did remain unchanged, 
and should governit now. As toothers, he presum- 
ed their votes last session had been governed mainly 
by the fact that a large surplus was actually in ex- 


They wished also to bring in the fine red chairs of|istence, and must be disposed of in some way.— 


the senate, but he told them it could not be done; the 
plain democratic chairs of the house were more be- 
coming. The consequence was, that Mr. Monroe, 
instead of taking the oath within doors, took it out- 
side, in the open air, in front of the capitol. Mr. 
C. mentioned this for the purpose of making the in- 
quiry what was the practice, and on what it was 
founded, and why the senate had the exclusive care 
of administering the oath? 

Mr. Grundy said the committee had found no au- 
thority, but several precedents, which were in strict 
accordance with the proposition now proposed to 
be made. He did not recollect any instance in 
which the house had participated in it; and, in fact, 
the house, as such, had no existence, their term hav- 
ing expired on the preceding day. The committee 
had examined three cases of more modern date, and 
had found nothing in opposition to the practice pro- 
posed. If the committee could not get into the 
house, tl:ey could go out of doors. 

The resolution was adopted, and the chair was 
authorised to appoint a committee of three members. 

The chair also presented a communication from 
the secretary of the senate and clerk of the house, 
describing the manner in which they had executed 
the compilation of congressional documents autho- 
rised to be made by the act of 1832, and the joint re- 
solution of 1833. Laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Wright presented the reports of the surveyor 
generals of Illinois and Missouri. Laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay presented a number of petitions from 
citizens of Kentucky, in behalf of the American 
Colonization society, setting forth that they were 
anxiously desirous that it should be cherished, and 
that it was regarded with great interest by a large 
ne gd of the people of Kentucky. Laid on the 
table. 

Also, a petition from a great number of persons in 
the city of New York, who are engaged in the ma- 
nufacture or importation of hair cloth, expressing 
their deep regret at the passage through the senate 
of the bill for reducing the tariff, and stating that if 
it should become a law it would ruin thousands em- 
ployed in their branch of business. Laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Rives, from the committee on finance, report- 
ed the bill referred to them making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year 1837, with amend- 
ments; which were read. 

Mr. Wall from the committee on the library, re- 
ported a resolution authorising the distribution of 
certain books and documents, named therein, among 
members of the senate. Read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. Preston, from the committee on the library, 
resented a report, which was laid on the table, re- 
ating, as was understood, to statuary for the east 
front of the capitol. 5 ? 

The bill making appropriations for certain (old) 
harbors, and for removing obstructions from the 
mouths of certain rivers, was received from the 
house, read twice, by consent, and Mr. Wright gave 
notice that he should call it up at 1 o’clock this day. 

Mr. Wall, on leave, introduced a bill concerning 
pilots, which he briefly explained, and which was 
read twice, by consent, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The senate, at one o’clock, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the fortification bill; and the question 
being on the amendment reported by the committee 
on finance, viz: to strike out the second section of 
the bill, which contains the provision for the distri- 
bution among the states of any surplus which may 





') Were passed over. Pending the discussion of 


Such was not now the fact; and if any gentlemen 
should change their course, it was for them and not 
for Mr. W. t6 give the reasons for such change. 

Mr. Clay inquired whether it was the intention of 
the chairman of the finance committee and those 
with whom he acted, that if a surplus arose it was 
to be leftin the hands of the deposite banks, where 
it drew an interest of two per cent. while in the 
hands of the states it would yield six? He was anx- 
ious to know what was to be the policy of the ad- 
ministration in regard to this matter. 

Mr. Wright interposed to say that its policy 
would be to have no surplus. 

Then (replied Mr. C.) take the land bill, like an 
honest man, and there is a perfect remedy for the 
difficulty. Mr. C. then adverted to remarks made 
by Mr. Rives, in the discussion of the expunging 
resolution, as to the democratic character of the se- 
nate, and 4 psec to the body now to show whe- 
ther it would justify this character by opposing a 
measure coming to it from the confessedly demecra- 
tic branch of the government. He called upon all 
who had voted for the distribution bill of the last 
session to rally around their own principles and op- 
ny the striking out. But, by way of compromise, 

e proposed the adoption of the land bill, &c. He 
concluded by demanding the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Buchenan avowed his purpose to vote for 
the amendment, (to strike out), although he had 
supported the distribution bill of the last session; 
and went into a discussion to show, from the great 
difference of circumstances at that time and this, 
that there was no inconsistency as to principle in 
such a course. It was now totally uncertain whe- 
ther there would be any surplus in January next; 
his own impression was that, after deducting five 
millions, there would be little if any surplus left. 
But his objection to the present bill was this, that it 
made the extreme medicine of the commonwealth 
its daily food—its familiar and settled policy. Such 
a ans | would produce in the members of congress 
a hostility to all expenditures by the eneral go- 
vernment, since thereby the dividend of their own 
states would be to that extent diminished. He was 
sorry the senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) would 
not consent to wait till the next session, and then, 
if a surplus should accrue, his land bill would come 
up under better auspices. Mr. B. would vastly 
prefer that bill to asystem of annual distribution of 
surplus in the treasury. 

Mr. Rives explained, in reply to Mr. Clay, that 
his remarks, as to the aristocratic character of the 
senate, had no reference to the individual character 
of its members, but to the constitution of the entire 
body, in its collective capacity, as farthest removed 
from an expression of the popular will. 

As to the appeal of the senator to the majority of 
the senate to exhibit a deference to the will of the 
people, as expressed by a vote of the other house, 
it would have had more weight had it been second- 
ed by the example of the senator himself. Mr. R. 
then alluded to the stern rejection of the three mil- 
lion appropriation for fortifications, which had been 
proposed by the house of representatives on a for- 
mer memorable occasion. The senate was now 
committed before the world to a system of policy 

which was opposed to the accumulation of surplus 

revenue; and there was not the slightest inconsis- 

tency, if in adherence to that policy, it rejected a 

measure which was founded on a policy directly 

the reverse of this. Mr. R. adverted, as Mr. Bu- 

chanan had done, to the different circumstances in 

which the senate had been placed at the last ses. 

sion, as a sufficient reason why he had advocated a 

similar measure, at that time, to that which he should 





remain in the treasury on the Ist of January, 1838. 


now oppose. 
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Mr. Presion having referred to some remarks of 
Mr. Rives, urged that congress ought to regard it as 
an indispensable duty to save the money of, if not 
for, their constituents. That the government ought 
to be not rigidly parsimonious, but strictly econo- 
mical; and that one of the best means of making 
them economical was to stimulate the people to 
scrutinize the objects and the manner of their ex- 
penditures. The distribution of all necessary sur- 
plus revenue, he maintained, would have this ten- 
dency. He contrasted a distribution of the surplus, 
and its wasteful expenditure, in order to prevent its 
accumulation; and, instead of admitting that these 
two correctives of a necessary evil were equally sa- 
lutary, he maintained that a prodigal expenditure of 
the revenue for such a purpose was the worst pos- 
sible and most dangerous of all expedients. He in- 
sisted that, to reduce the action of the government 
within its proper and legitimate sphere was much 
more important than to reduce the revenue, or pre- 
vent or dispose of a surplus. He further maintain- 
ed that, if there should be no surplus, a contingent 

rovision for its distribution would at least be total- 
y harmless, when, with a surplus, there would be 
much evil in the want of such a provision. 


Mr. Outhbert, in reply to Mr. Preston, argued 
that a distribution of the surplus would lead to great 
and unnecessary taxation; and that the states, as a 
consequence, would either get and exercise the 
power to control the government as a machine to 
make and dispense donations in the way of distri- 
bution; or the states would otherwise verge to the 
opposite extreme, and become miserable and beg- 

arly dependents on the general government. He 

enounced distribution as new in principle, as well 
as dangerous in practice, and as going to disturb all 
the regular operations of the government; and he 
appealed to the senate to maintain unshaken the 
great principles on which the government was 
founded. 


Mr. Niles and Mr. Crittenden also addressed the 
senate on the subject of the amendment of the house 
to distribute the surplus revenue; after which, 

The senate took a recess till half past four. 


EVENING SESSION. 

After several resolutions of minor importance had 
been offered and disposed of, the senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill from the house making 
appropriations for fortifications, &c. for the year 
1837, the question being on a motion to strike out 
the section of the bill which provided for a depo- 
site of the surplus revenue on the Ist of January 
next with the several states. 


The debate was continued to a late hour with 
much earnestness, when the question was taken on 
the motion above stated, and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, Rug- 

les, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, 
right—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, 
Knight, Moore, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, South- 
ard, Spence, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, White 
—19. 


So the motion to strike out the provision for the 
distribution among the states of the surplus revenue 
on the Ist of January next, was decided in the affir- 
mative. 

And, thus amended, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading. 


The various bills which were yesterday ordered 
to a third reading, were severally read a third time 
and passed. 


The bill concerning pilots came up on its third 
reading. Mr. Calhoun objected to it, as relating to 
a subject which required considerable attention, and 
as one which he was rather disposed to think pro- 
perly belonged to the several states. Mr. Wall ex- 
plained the objects of the bill in detail, and urged 
the importance of its passage. Mr. Wright also 
spoke in favor of the bill; and it was then passed. 

The senate proceeded to consider, as in commit- 
tee of the whole, the bill making appropriations for 
light houses, light boats, buoys, &c. for the year 
1837. Mr. Davis, from the committee, offered va- 
rious amendments to the bill, (mostly inconsidera- 
ble), one of which requires the navy commissioners 
to examine the premises before any appropriations 
shall be applied; which amendments were all adopt- 
ed. Mr. Calhoun expressed his high approbation of 
this amendment, Me Wi , however, to the whole 
system, and especially to the practice of making ap- 
propriations before the examinations are actually 
made. The bill was still further amended on mo- 
tions of Messrs. Ruggles and Hendricks, and was 
then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 





| 


(Mr. Ruggles stated that the aggregate amount 
appropriated by this bill was something over 500,000 
dollars.) 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill establishing a 
collection district in the state of Mississippi, (port 
of entry at Vicksburg), was considered, amended 
by making Alton, Illinois, a port of delivery, and 

éw Castle and Wilmington, Delaware, one port of 
entry, and the bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill in addition to 
the act for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, 
was considered, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. (Afterwards read a third time, and 
passed). 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill to give secu- 
rity to correspondence between the United States 
and foreign countries, was amended by a substitute, 
providing for an increase of the number and com- 
pensation of clerks and watchmen in the post office 
department, and for the erection of a new building 
for that department. Mr. Rabinson stated that the 
postmaster general had recommended to the com- 
mittee a reduction of postage, as there was a large 
surplus of money in the department. A majority 
of the committee were, however, of the opinion that 
it ought to be applied in increasing mail facilities, 
for which purpose this substitute was now introduc- 
ed. Mr. Knight stated that the minority of the 
committee were of the contrary opinion. 


The substitute for the bill was adopted as the 
bill, which was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, and subsequently passed. 


The following bills were also considered as in 
committee of the whole, ordered to a third reading, 
and subsequently passed, viz: The bill making 
a final disposition of the four sections of land grant- 
ed to the Tombigbee association for the cultivation 
of the vine and olive. The bill for the relief of the 
heirs of captain Peter Craig. The bill for the re- 
lief of the citizens of Alexandria. The bill autho- 
rising the president of the United States to run and 
mark the line bounding the state of Missouri on the 
north, (which was amended). A bill for the relief 
of Joshua Davis Underwood, (amended to include 
the case of another individual similarly situated) .— 
The above bills were severally ordered to their 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. Wright moved the consideration of a bill an- 
ticipating tne payment of indemnities accruing to 
citizens of the United States, under the convention 
with France of the 4th of July, 1831, and that with 
the Two Sicilies of the 14th October, 1832. 

Much discussion was excited by this motion; 
but it was at length agreed to. 

The bill was then reported, and ordered to its 
third reading by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Ewing, of Ohio, Hubbard, Kent, Linn, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Southard, Tipton, Walker, Webster, Wright 
—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Davis, Hendricks, King, 
of Alabama, Moore, Swift, Wall, White—8. 

A bill for the relief of James Wetherall; a bill 
for the relief of George C. Johnson; a bill for the 
relief of James Dutton; were severally read a third 
time, and passed. 


The light house bill was read a third time, and 
passed. The following bills were read a third 
time, and passed: A bill granting a pension to Wil- 
liam Cooley. A bill for the relief of certain per- 
sons [mail contractors] therein named. A bill for 
the relief of Thomas Bb. Parsons. A bill establish- 
ing a collection district in the state of Mississippi. 
A bill for the relief of the widow of Samuel Gibbs. 
A bill granting a pension to David Gilmore. A 
bill for the relief of Michael Thornton. A bill for 
the relief of the executor of J.J. Bulow. A bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Henry 
Morfit. A bill authorising the transmission, free of 
postage, of certain documents. A bill to explain 
the act for the better organization of the United 
States marine corps. A bill for the relief of the le- 

al representatives of Lucy Bond and Hannah 
Saakas, A bill authorising surveys for a national 
rendezvous and depot near the southern extremity 
of Florida. A bill for the relief of Luigi Persico. 
A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Valle. A bill 
for the relief of Samuel White. A bill for the re- 
lief of John H. Mackintosh, of Florida. The se- 
nate then, at near 12 o’clock, adjourned. 

“ [The bills passed to-day, almost without excep- 
tion, have yet to undergo the ordeal of the house of 
representatives. ] 

March 1. Mr. Southard presented the memorial 
of 2,500 Cherokee Indians, both east and west of 
the Mississippi, in relation to the treaty with their 
tribe, ratified at the last session of the senate, re- 
monstrating against that treaty as fraudulent in its 








origin, and oppressive in its effect, and 
me tion of the subject by congress, 

Mr. 8. moved that the memorial be laid on th 
table and printed. Mr. Preston opposed the ori ; 
ing as a useless expense, and as tending only t 
create pernicious agitation. . 

Mr. Southard disclaimed all disposition to 
the question; but after stating the nature of 
tition, appealed to the senate in behalf of what be 
represented as the wish of the great body of th, 
Cherokee nation that the late treaty should be oy. 
amined into; it was too late in the session to hy " 
for any action in the case, but he hoped the print 
ing of the memorial would not be refused, y; 
Tipton, after referring to the late period of the se«, 
sion as not allowing of debate upon such a ques. 
tion, moved to lay the motion to print upon the t), 
ble; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the 16th joint rule ¢ 
the two houses was suspended so as to allow t 
transmission of bills between them, which wo, 
passed in either house on or before the 28th ,j 
(so as to allow the bills pes by each house lay 
evening to be sent to the other house to-day) _ 
And the secretary was directed to inform the othe 
house arg 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, mai 
an unfavorable report on the act of the legislatiy. 
council’ of Florida incorporating a bank with 
$500,000 capital, authorised to issue notes to thre 
times that amount, with unlimited power of fir 
and marine insurance, and of trading in real estate, 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance pr. 
ported the bill referred to them, appropriating 
$2,000,000 additional, for the os Org of Indiag 
hostilities for 1837, with an amendment; which wa 
adopted, and the bill was ordered to a third reading, 

Also, without amendment, the bill making pn. 
vision for West Point academy for 1837; which wa 
also ordered to a third reading. 


Se 


debate 
the pe. 





Mr. Wall, from the committee on military affair, 
reported a bill to amend the act regulating the pay sijgpthen t 
of brevet officers: which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. The 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce,re. esoluti 
ported the house bill, referred to them, making ap. J tion b 
propriations for certain harbors, and for other pur. Mr 
poses, with an amendment; which was read. chiefl 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Wall, for sup. mer | 
plying the committee rooms of the senate with ve jy the & 


ject h 
and tl 
dema: 
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whole 
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rious works published by order or under the super 
intendence of congress, was read a third time; a 
the question being on its passage, a brief debut 
arose; after which, on motion of Mr. Benton, the 
resolution was laid on the table. a 

The resolution to purchase nineteen copies 0 
the American state papers, published by Mess. 
Gales & Seaton, was read a third time and passed. 

Also, the bill making appropriations for fortitic: 























tions for 1837, and for other purposes. Mr 
Mr. Walker called up his resolution for the re resolt 
cognition of the independence of Texas, on whit! ed by 
a debate of much interest arose. Mr. Walker w YE 
vocated his resolution by a speech of much earnes: a 
ness, in which he pressed the claims of Texas {ft a) 
recognition with much devoted ardor. NV: 
He was followed by Mr. Preston, on the salt e.. 
side, who went into an extensive review of the lis av. E 
tory of Mexico, from the period of her recognitio! io »t 
by our own government to the present time, when! i Str: 
he deduced the argument that she never had,1! Tt 
fact, exercised control over Texas, and was 11 . 
condition now to enforce her claims of soverelgt!: fi 
He then went into a similar review of the histo" Davi 
of Texas, past and present, and argued to sh tes 
that she was fully capable of performing the duties Wal 
and sustaining the responsibilities, both domest . 
and foreign, which belong to an independent g* Be: : 
vernment. Hes 
Mr. Norvell, after a few introductory remarks, | 
fered an amendment to Mr. Walker’s resolutit a 
making it conditional on the president’s having * Wh: 
tisfactory evidence that Texas was capable of pe 7 
taining her independence, and assuming the . ud 
sponsibility of foreign relations. Mr. Walker 6 Ag 
jected to the amendment, as not advancing “d lishe 
Texian cause beyond the point at whieh it stot oad 
last session. Mr. Calhoun also opposed the amel i. 
ment, and spoke for a short time in support of mad 
Walker’s resolution. «ll reas 
Mr. Clay inquired whether the resolution ©” of tt 
intended to be followed up by any, and what les dien 
lative action. He objected to the resolutio? “Ie yr 
covering not only the legislative but also the * My a. 
cutive functions of the government. Though Me of s 
should prefer that the question should he er of 
little longer, yet, if the question were put to ‘ 1 
in any shape in which, as a legislator, he was “ad dec} 
ed to give an affirmative or negative vote, he s “* Y 
in conformity with the principles on which he, his 


always acted in reference to the South Americ 
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- «an affirmative answer. But there would 
fate Eoin behind the very grave and important 
dd of annexation; on which he would at pre- 
a express no opinion. They were entirely dis- 
. yestions; and a vote on the one would not 
inet any man onthe other. As the question 
od come up, however, on the appropriation bill 












































house, he should prefer, if agreeable to 
of we pent to move at present that it be laid upon 
. 

a y a Nt aller said that there would be no incon- 
vag tes ‘stency in adopting his resolution, and then voting 
the brig nthe item in the appropriation bill. The latter 
used. M 5 contingent in its character, but this resolution 
of the a ve a positive expression of the opinion of the 
ich a ques, senate. Me contended for the propriety of such an 
pon the ty, faEexpression of opinion, and against casting the whole 
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‘arden of responsibility on the executive. 

Mr. Buchanan, after expressing his best wishes 
or the success Of Texas, and his confident hope of 
+ contended that this was not the moment in which 
t became usto act. Every one knew that the suc- 
ess of Texas thus far had been acheived ~— by 
nen and resources drawn, in fact, by the people of 
e United States, though without any recognition 
of its government; and as the people of Texas had 
ndopted a resolution that, so soon as we should re- 
ognise their independence, they would immediate- 

apply for reception into the United States as a 
tate of this union, we might expose ourselves, in 
he view of the world, to the strongest suspicions 
of adeparture from that impartiality which we had 
always observed toward other nations. As Santa 
Ana had his life given him by the people of Texas, 
and was likely to return with acclamations to the 
rovernment of Mexico, would it not be better to 
waitand see whether he would not fulfil the pro- 
mise he had been understood to have made of using 
his great influence in favor of his liberators. Mr. 
B. did not believe he would have the least desire 
to try a war with Texas again, &c. The senate 
then took the usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution on the independence of Texas, the ques- 
Htion being on the substitute offered by Mr. Norvell, 

Mr. Preston addressed the senate at some length, 
chiefly in reply to Mr. Buchanan, urging that for- 
mer precedents not only warranted but required 
the express action of congress at this time, the sub- 
ject having been referred to them by the president, 
and the facts being such as not only to justify but 
demand a recognition. He urged both the impro- 
priety of referring the subject wholly to the presi- 
dent, and his unwillingness to trust with him the 
whole responsibility. He insisted that for congress 
to wait till Mexico should recognize the independ- 
ence of Texas was at variance with all former pre- 
cedents. 

Mr. Buchanan, waiving reply, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table; which motion was negativ- 
ed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Davis, Hubbard, King, of Ala. Knight, Morris, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Page, Prentiss, Ruggles, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hendricks, Linn, Moore, Mouton, Niles, Par- 
ker, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Spence, 

Strange, Walker, White—22. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Norvell was lost 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 










































YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, | 2 


Davis, Hubbard, Knight, Morris, Norvell, Page, 
Prentiss, Ruggles, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, 
Wall, Wright—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, King, of Alabama, Linn, Moore, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Niles, Parker, Preston, Rives, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Spence, Strange, Tipton, Walker, 

hite—25, 

The original resolution, as offered by Mr. Wal- 
ker, was as follows: 

_ “Resolved, That the state of Texas having estab- 
lished and maintained an independent government, 
capable of performing those duties, foreign and do- 
mestic, which appertain to independent govern- 
ments, and it appearing that there is no longer any 
Teasonable prospect of the successful prosecution 
of the war by Mexico against said state, it is expe- 
dient and proper, and in conformity with the laws 

| of nations, and the practice of this government in 
like cases, that the independent political existence 
of said state be acknowledged by the government 
of the United States.” 

The question on agreeing to this resolution was 
decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Cal- 





houn, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 


Hendricks, Linn, Moore, Mouton, Niles, Parker, 
Preston, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Spence, 
Strange, Walker, White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Davis, Hubbard, King, ef Alabama, King, of Ga. 
Knight, Morris, Nicholas, Norvell, Page, Prentiss, 


ore Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, Wright 


So the resolution was AGREED To. 
The announcement of this vote called forth some 


applause from the gallery, which was promptl 
healed by the halt 7 ats ied 


On motion cf Mr. Davis, the senate proceeded to 


the consideration of the bill making appropriations | 


for the naval service for the year 1837. The amend- 
ments offered by the committee were adopted. On 
motion of Mr. Rives, the bill was further amended 
UP appropriating $100,000 to launch and secure the 

nited States s 'p of the line Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Calhoun remarked that the balances on hand for the 
naval service amounted to about $4,800,000. This, 
with the appropriations of this bill, would make the 
whole a very large sum, rather greater than the 
whole expenditure of government under Mr. Mon- 
roe, and about equal to the highest entire expendi- 
ture ur der Mr. Adams. Mr. Rives replied that these 
appropriations were in addition to outstanding ba- 
lances, except where the contrary was expressed in 
the bill. The objects, he said, were distinct. For- 
mer Outstanding appropriations were for the com- 
pletion of works begun; but the objects of the ap- 
hg seem of this bill were new and distinct. 

r. Calhoun said he would now say to the senate 
that this bill, in connexion with previous appro- 
priations, would put under the control of the nav 
department something like $12,000,000. The bill 
was then ordered to a third reading, and subsequent- 
ly read a third time, and passed. 

The bill making an additional appropriation for 
the eee of Indian hostilities for 1837, and 
the bill to provide for the support of the West Point 
military academy, were severally read a third time 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the senate proceeded to 
consider the bill making appropriations for certain 
(old) harbors, and for the removal of obstructions 
at the mouths of certain rivers. Several amend- 
ments from the committee were adopted; the bill 
was then further amended, on motions of several 
members, and was finally ordered toa third reading. 

Mr. Wright, from the finance committee, report- 
ed the appropriation bill for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the government for the year 1837, with 
numerous amendments, which were agreed to.— 
Mr. Webster moved to amend the bill by inserting 
$5,000 to complete the law library of congress ac- 
cording to a catalogue to be furnished by the chief 
justice of the United States. It was agreed to.— 
Mr. Walker moved to amend the bill by increasing 
the salary of the recorder of the general land office 
to $2,500; which was agreed to. Mr. Wright mov- 
ed to insert $2,000 for the salary of a secretary of 
legation to Mexico. Agreed to. Mr. Parker mov- 
ed to insert $30,000 for the purchase of the manu- 
scripts of Mr. Madison containing a record of the 
debates of the convention. 

Mr. Hubbard asked the yeas and nays; which 
being taken, stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Clayton, Crittenden, Ewing, of Ohio, Fulton, 
Hendricks, Kent, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Norvell, 
Parker, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Wright— 


NA YS—Messrs. Calhoun, Davis, Hubbard, King, 
of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Moore, Nicholas, 
Niles, Prentiss, Ruggles, Swift, Tipton—12. 

Mr. Buchanan moved for statuary for the eastern 
front of the capitol $8,000. He said he had been 
advised not to insert the name of any artist, al- 
though, from his knowledge of Mr. Persico, (on 
whose character and talents he pronounced a hand- 
some eulogy), he was strongly inclined to insert 
his name here, as it had been in the bill from the 
house. He, however, would waive doing so, in the 
hope that Mr. Persico might be appointed to exe- 
cute the work. Mr. Webster advocated the amend- 
ment; but as art, like science, belonged to the world, 
and not to any particular nation, he was opposed to 
designating any individual artist, whether an Ame- 
ge or a foreigner. The amendment was agreed 
0. 

Mr. Fulton moved an amendment for the com- 
pensation of the surveyor general of Arkansas 
$2,000. Agreed to. 

Mr. Walker moved to amend the bill by striking 
out of the appropriation for the contingent appoint- 
ment of a diplomatic agent to Texas, the words 
“may receive satisfactory evidence that Texas is 
an independent power.” Mr. W. advocated the 


day decided that, in their judgment, Texas was in- 
dependent. 

he amendment was negatived, by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Crit- 
tenden, Fulton, Hendricks, Linn, Moore, Mouton, 
Parker, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Walker, 
White—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hubbard, Kent, King, of 
Alabama, King, of Georgia, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, Wright—21. 

_Mr. Preston moved to strike out that part of the 
bill which relates to the salaries of librarian, assist- 
ant librarian and messengers, with a view to in- 
crease them; but it was rejected. On his motion, 
$400 was appropriated for part payment of the art- 
ist who made a bust of the late chief justice Ells- 
worth. 

Mr. King, of Georgia, moved an amendment for 
extra compensation to the judge of the district of 
East Florida, who had adjudicated on certain pri- 
vate land claims, $1,500, accompanied with a clause 
repealing the act for this charge in future. It was 
not agreed to. The bill was then reported to the 
senate. The amendments were agreed to, and the 
bill ordered to its third reading. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, moved a resolution for the 
monthly publication of the amount received from 
the customs and from public lands; but, before any 
decision was had, the senate adjourned, at half past 
10 o’clock. 

March 2. Mr. Morris presented sundry petitions 

from New York and Ohio, for the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia. Not received 
Mr. Robinson also presented a petition. Mr. Ew- 
ing, of Ohio, offered a resolution, which was by 
consent adopted, requesting the president to cause 
inquiry to be made respecting the alleged raising of 
the southern waters uf Lake Erie by the public 
works at Black Rock. 
Mr. McKean offered a resolution giving the usual 
extra compensation to the messengers of the senate 
and police of the capitol; which, by consent, was 
read three times and passed. 

Mr. Calhoun having alluded to a correspondence 
rocured from the president by a senate resolution, 
in relation to the brigs Emporium and Enterprise, 
on which aggressions had been committed by the 
authorities of Bermuda, said there was still an addi- 
tional case, which was that of the brig Comet, on 
which similar aggressions had been made four or 
five years ago. Mr. C. then commented in strong 
terms upon the correspondence, and the conduct 
of the British government, and avowed his deter- 
mination to press the subject at every session, till 
respect in this case should be rendered to our flag. 
The resolutions offered yesterday were adopted. 

The bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government for the year 
1837, and the bill making appropriations for certain 
(old) harbors, &e. for 1837, were severally read 
a third time and passed; the latter by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Davis, Ewing, of Illinois, Ewing, of Ohio, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Linn, McKean, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Southard, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, Web- 
ster, Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, King, of Alaba- 
ma, Moore, Parker, Preston, Rives, Strange, Wal- 
ker, White—10. 

On motion of Mr. Hendricks, the senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the bill from the house 
for the construction and repair of certain roads, (in- 
cluding the Cumberland); which, after some de- 
bate, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, this bill was afterward 
taken up, the portion relating to Alabama was 
stricken out, and a motion to strike out the fourth 
section, providing that the money should be repaid 
out of the two per cent. state funds, was negatived 
by yeas 21, nays 22. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Ruggles moved to reconsider the vote on the 
resolution relating to the independence of Texas, 
he having, as he stated, voted in the affirmative un- 
der a misapprehension. 

After a few remarks, Mr. Calhoun moved to lay 
this motion on the table; which was negatived, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Cal- 
houn, Clay, Cuthbert, pairy of Illinois, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, Linn, Lyon, Moore, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Parker, Preston, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Strange, Walker, White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hubbard, Ki 





amendment on the ground that the senate had this 
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Morris, Norvell, Page, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Wall, Webster, Wright—25. 

The motion to reconsider was then tried, and de- 
cided as follows: 

Y¥EAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, Da- 
vis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Ala- 
bama, King, of Georgia, Knight, McKean, Morris, 
Norvell, Page, Prentiss, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, 
Wright—24. 

NAYS—Mesasrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Cal- 
houn, Clay, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illi- 
nois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Linn, Lyon, 
Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Parker, Preston, Rives, 
Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Walker, White—24. 

The votes being equal, the motion for reconside- 
ration was negatived. 

The senate concurred in the amendment of the 
house to the bill concerning pilots. 

The bill for the relief of Orange H. Dibble was 


ordered to a third reading; also, the bill for the relief 


of Peter Harmony, of New York; and the bill for 
the relief of John and James Brown, half-breed 
Cherokees. 

The resolution of the senate opening the way for 
the transmission of bills between the two houses, 
passed by either house on the 28th ultimo, was re- 
turned from the other house with two amendments; 
one, admitting the transmission of joint resolutions, 
was at once concurred in. The other, allowing 
bills to be sent tov the president on the last day of 
the session, was also concurred in, (ayes 23), after 
some debate. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, from the judiciary 
committee, the senate concurred in the amend- 
ment of the house to the bill continuing the acts 
for the relief of insolvent debtors of the United 
States. 

A large number of private bills were considered 
and ordered to a third reading—and several bills of 
minor importance indefinitely postponed. 

A message having been received from the house 
of representatives disagreeing to the amendment of 
the senate in striking out the 2d section of the for- 
tification bill, providing for the distribution of the 
surplus revenue among the states. Mr. Wright 
moved that the senate do insist upon its amendment. 
Mr. Calhoun expressed his hope that the senate 
would recede, and not resist an expression of the 
will of the representatives of the people given by 
so decided a majority as was said to have voted in 
the other house. r. Clay said it was at least in 
order to indulge in suppositions as to what had 

assed elsewhere; and supposing the land bill to 
have been rejected in the other house, (a fact he 
rejoiced to hear), could any senator doubt that 
there would remain a large surplus in the treasury, 
especially if other measures which had passed the 
senate, and which contemplated large expendi- 
tures, should follow the fate of the land bill? He 
urged the propriety of submitting to an expression 
of the popular will, so distinctly manifested as it 
had now been. Was it not wisdom to look ahead? 
—to provide for the future? If a surplus accumu- 
lated, was it not better to return it to the people of 
the several states than to leave it in the hands of 
the deposite banks? As to what had lately been 
said by the senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bu- 
chanan) in regard to his favor for a land bill he had 
formerly had the honor to introduce, and the favor- 
able prospects of that bill, Mr. C. had not seen any 
indications in the course of the senate which would 
encourage much hope for that measure, (though 
Mr. C. did not finally relinquish hope in regard to 
it); but althongh he should infinitely prefer such a 
disposition of the surplus revenue as that bill pro- 

osed, he would accept, as an alternative measure, 

the distribution clause inserted by the other house 
in the fortification bill, rather than leave the mo- 
ney in the deposite banks. Mr. C. said that the 
country owed its thanks to the other house for what 
it had done; he rejoiced to see light breaking out 
in that glorious quarter, so immediately related to 
the people: and was it possible that a majority of 
the senate would oppose the ascertained popular 
will in relation to the disposition of the surplus 
revenue? The senate had tried the house once, 
and they insisted on the amendment. They knew 
the ground on which they stood; they well knew 
that they were with the people in the stand they 
had taken. 

Would the senate, with all these facts before 
them, repeat the vote they had before given? He 
trusted not. He putit tothe majority, who held 
the power of this body, whether they would not 
yield to the wishes of the poe wishes known 
not merely by the course of their representatives, 
but through a thousand other channels, so that it 
was impossible to mistake it? Would gentlemen 
insist on leaving the public money in the hands of 





the deposite banks, and under such an agency as 
now superintended them? 

Mr. Crittenden made some remarks, which, ow- 
ing to his relative position, and ‘the noise in the 
house, could not be heard at the reporter’s seat. 
He was understood to refer to the reproaches cast 
on him, and those who voted with him, on a former 
occasion, for the loss of the fortification bill; and to 
ask, if the fortification bill should now be lost, at 
whose door the blame would lie? 

Mr. Calhoun said something still less perfectly 
heard. He said the naked question was, whether 
the surplus revenue should be left in the deposite 
banks, or should be returned to the people to whom 
it belonged? 

The question was now taken, and decided by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, of 
Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas’ Niles, 
Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Wright—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, McKean, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tom- 
linson, Webster, White—22. 

The bill to aid the Falmouth and Alexandria 
rail road company to construct their road within the 
District of Columbia, having undergone much de- 
bate, and some amendments, the senate took a re- 
cess till half past four. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The senate, informally, passed over the bill under 
consideration, and took up the bill for the relief of 
Furley Kellogg; which was ordered to a third read- 


ing. 

They then took up the Indian appropriation bill, 
which had come from the house with amendments, 
covering the expenses of several Indian treaties on 
our north western frontier, and sundry minor items 
for examining the country to the south west of 
Missouri, aud into the depredations in Florida pre- 
vious to the war, and for the salaries of additional 
Indian agents. 

After some remarks by Mr. White, objections by 
Mr. Sevier, and replies by Mr. Tipton, the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bills which had in the morning received their 
first and second reading were read a third time and 

assed. 

, The senate then resumed the bill respecting the 
rail road to Fredericksburg. 

Mr. Hubbard strenuously opposed the amend- 
ments to the bill, which, as he stated, went to ap- 
propriate $300,000 to the construction of the road. 
He asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Parker replied, contending that the money 
was to be spent exclusively within the District of 
Columbia, by which all constitutional objection 
was removed. 

Mr. Preston advocated the amendments, stated 
the miserable state of the road at present, and asked 
why, when public works were made toward every 
other point of the compass, the moment any thing 
was proposed towards the south, it was strenuously 
opposed. 


After a desultory debate, in which Messrs. Kent,. 


Hubbard, Preston, Walker, Norvell, Swift, Rives, 
Buchanan, Parker, Hendricks, Brown and Lyon took 
part, and in which the constitutional objections to 
the measure were discussed, (the bill being zealous- 
ly advocated, espeeially by Mr. Parker), the bill was 
slightly amended, and then ordered to its third read- 
ing, by yeas and nays as follows: yeas 19, nays 15. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, and remained engaged in it 
until a late hour, and then adjourned. 

March 3. After some unimportant business had 
been transacted, and the senate had spent some 
time in executive business— 

Mr. Wright offered a resolution, which, hy con- 
sent, and after some debate, was adopted, rescind- 
ing the senate resolution which authorised the ap- 
pointment of two additional clerks in the secretary’s 
office, at a salary of $1,250 each; and authorising 
the appointment of three such clerks at a salary of 
$1,500 each, to continue in force till the end of the 
next session of congress. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate concurred 
in the amendments of the house to the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the government for the year 1837. 

On‘motion of Mr. Preston, a resolution was adopt- 
ed requesting the president of the U. States, when 
he shall have acted on the proceedings of the milita- 
ry court of inquiry, recently held at Frederick, Md. 
to communicate a copy thereof to the senate, and 
directing the secretary of the senate to cause the 
same to be printed, and transmitted to the senators. 





A message was received from the house of re 
sentatives, stating that the house insisted on jt. ‘ik 
agreement to the amendment to the Senate to me 
fortification bill, (which amendment struck out the 
clause providing for a distribution of the surplus f 
venue), whereupon sp 

Resolved, That the senate request a conferey 
and appoint on their part Messrs. Wright, Parke’ 
and Webster, as a committee to conduct the same . 

On motion of Mr. Webster, it was 

Ordered, That when the annual statement of th 
commerce and navigation of the United States shall 
be completed, the usual number be printed fo; the 
use of the senate. 

The senate proceeded to ballot for a printer op 
their part. 

Number of votes cast. ‘ - “ee 
Necessary to a choice hiked . & 
Messrs. Blair & Rives received . 28 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton . . . h 
Mr. Allen. ‘ ; : ‘ 2 
Blank : . . : . 

Messrs. Blair & Rives were therefore declared by 
the chair to be duly elected printers to the senaje 
for the next term of two years. 

The chair announced to the senate that there wag 
no business on the table, or otherwise before th 
senate. 

The senate then took a recess till half past foy 
o’clock. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb. 23. Mr. Cambreleng, from the 
committee of ways and means, reported the senate 
bill entitled “an act designating and limiting the 
funds receivable for the revenues of the United 
States, with the following amendment: 

“And be it further enacted, That no part of this 
act shall be construed as repealing any existing law 
relative to the collection of the revenue from cus- 
toms or public lands, in the legal currency, or as 
substituting bank notes of any description as a law. 
ful currency of coin, as provided in the constitu- 
tion of the United States; nor to deprive the secre- 
tary of the treasury of the power to direct the col- 
lectors or the receivers of the public revenue, whe- 
ther derived from duties, taxes, debts or sales of 
public lands, not to receive in payment of any sums 
due to the United States the notes of any bank or 
banks which the said secretary may have reason 
to believe unworthy of credit, or which he appre- 
hends may be compelled to suspend specie pay- 
ments.” 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the bill, with the 
amendment, were ordered to be printed, and take 
their place on the speaker’s table. 

Mr. Cambreleng also reported, with amendments, 
the bill to authorise the proper officers of the trea- 
sury department to credit the account of the trea- 
surer of the United States with the amount of una- 
vailable funds standing to his debit on the books of 
the treasury, to transfer the amonnt to the debit of 
the banks, and individuals indebted for the same, 
and to authorise the secretary cf the treasury to 
compromise and settle said claims; which said bill 
was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time 
to-morrow. 

A number of reports on private petitions were 
received and disposed of. 

A resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Haynes, 
directing the secretary of the treasury to cause ex- 
aminations to be made of the sea-coast south of 
the Chesapeake bay, with regard to the location of 
light houses, beacons, &c. and to report the result 
to congress at its next session was considered and 
agreed to. 

A resolution was offered by Mr. Cambreleng and 
adopted that from and after this day the daily hour 
of meeting of the house of representatives shall be 
10 o’clock, and that there shall be a daily recess 
from 3 to half past 4 o’clock. 

After some other unimportant business, the house 
proceeded to the orders of the day, and resumed 
the unfinished business of yesterday, being the bill 
making appropriations for the naval service for 
1837; when Mr. Jurvis resumed his remarks in op- 
position to the appropriation ($400,000) for fitting 
out the ship Pennsylvania, and replied to the argu- 
ments of Mr. Sutherland in favor of it, &c. Mr. 
Reed followed Mr. Jarvis, and also eeeeey the ap- 
propriation. Mr. D. J. Pearce replied on the other 
side, and repeated the arguments in favor of the ap- 
propriation. Mr. Cambreleng rose and protested 
against any further speech-making at this time. 

Mr. Sutherland would only say one word. The 
ship Pennsylvania could not be Jaunched at all, if 
not launched shortly; for a new street was being 
constructed in Philadelphia, along the wharves, to 
be called Wharf street, and its course was such as 
to run between the ship and the navy yard, thereby 
causing great difficulty in the progress of launch- 
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, furthermore, owing to the vast depo- 
ng, Be. SP in the river by the operation of the 
pite water, the channel was filling up so rapidly 
J the difficulty of the ship’s getting to sea, after 
o jaunched, was daily increasing. 

Parker made some remarks on the other 



















oe question (on which the yeas and nays had 
eretofore been ordered) was then taken, and decid- 
odin the affirmative—yeas 125,nays55. 

So the house concurred with the committee of 
he whole in the amendment, striking out the pro- 
sed appropriation for the equipment of the Penn- 


jyania. ; 
y A large number of amendments were considered 


n succession, some of which were adopted and 
thers rejected. F inally, Mr. D. J. Pearce called 
ot the previous question; which the house second- 
od—ayes 69, noes 56; so there was a second. Mr. 
annegan moved a call of the house, which the 
ouse refused. And the main question was order- 
sito be now taken. Mr. Hannegan asked for the 
yeas and nays on the main question, which were 
not ordered. 

And the main question being taken on the en- 
rrossment of the bill, and ordering the same to a 
hird reading, was taken, and decided in the affir- 

ve. 
ms the bill was ordered to a third reading at 
“ihis time. The bill having been read, and the ques- 
ion being on its final passage, Mr. Robertson mov- 
od to recommit the bill to the committee of ways 
nd means, with instructions to reduce the aggre- 
ate amount of the appropriation on such matters as 
might be susceptible of reduction. After some re- 
marks from Messrs. Robertson and Cambreleng, Mr. 
Vanderpoel called for the previous question, which 
he house seconded—yeas 87, noes 44; so there was 
a second; and the house determined that the main 
question be now put. Mr. Gholson asked the yeas 
and nays on the main question, which were refused. 

And the main question ‘Shall the bill a was 

aken, and decided in the affirmative; so th 
» passed. 

* On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the Indian ap- 
ES ropriation bill, which had been returned from the 
senate with certain amendments, was committed to 
‘the committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
Fand were ordered to be printed. 
") The house then took up the army appropriation 
bill. The pending question was on the amendment 
"providing for the pay of the volunteers of Tennes- 
see, Kentucky, &c. called out under the requisition 
> of gen. Gaines, &c. 
» After some remarks from Messrs. Jarvis, Bell, 
-E. Whittlesey and Lewis— 
> Mr. Graves moved to amend the bill by inserting 
therein the provisions of the senate act before re- 
ferred to, providing for the payment of the said 
volunteers. [Which bill allows one month’s pay and 
expenses.}] Mr. E. Whittlesey offered an amend- 
sment making a similar provision for the rangers 
who served as volunteers, commanded by major 
Holt. Mr. Graves accepted this as a modification, 
and the amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 
’ Mr. Peyton moved to amend the bill by inserting 
an Fig: wget of $150,000 for arrears of pay due 
to the Tennessee volunteers, raised on the 10th 
of December, 1812, and discharged December 10, 
1813, 

[These volunteers were at home during a por- 
tion of this term, but were liable to be called on for 
service at any time during the said term.] 

This amendment was debated by Messrs. Peyton, 
D. J. Pearce, Bell and Mason, of Ohio. 

When, on the suggestion of Mr. Mercer, and 
pending the question, Mr. Mason moved that the 
bill should be laid aside until there should be a more 
full attendance of members, and that the committee 
take up the bill authorising the purchase of suitable 
sites for the erection of marine hospitals on the 

» Western rivers and lakes of the United States. 

Mr. McKay moved to amend the bill by inserting 
an appropriation of $10,000 for the purchase of a 
site and the building of an hospital at Wilmington, 
North Carolina, and $10,000 for a similar object at 
Newport, Rhode Island. Mr Owens, of Georgia, 
moved to amend the amendment by adding thereto 

/4D appropriation of $10,000 for a similar object at 

Savannah, Georgia. 

The subject was debated at great length by 

| Messrs. McKay, Wardwell, Mercer, D. J. Pearce, 

Dunlap, Bond, Reynolds, Reed, Denny, Granger, 

Graves, Parker, Harper and Calhoon, of Kentucky. 

When the question on the amendment to the amend- 

ment was taken, and rejected. And, the question 

t being put on the original amendment, the same 

Was rejected. 

. Mr. Parker then moved to amend the bill by 
» ‘Rserting after the Sth line a provision empowering 
pthe president of the United States to select an 





























































































































































e bill was | 


purchase on the Atlantic border, sites for the erec- 
tion of marine hospitals not to exceed six in num- 
ber, &c. Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Dunlap moved to amend the bill by two ad- 
ditional sections; the one appropriating $10,000 for 
the erection of a marine bemattal at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. And the other requiring the collectors of 
the different ports to enforce the act of 1802, re- 
quiring captains of boats to pay 20 cents on each 
person under his command, navigating the western 
river. Both which amendments were rejected. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
for the erection of marine hospitals on the western 
waters to the house, and also reported progress 
on the army appropriation bill. The former was 
then taken up on the question of engrossment. 

Mr. Patton then moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of the bill, and asked for the yeas and 
nays. After some remarks from Mr. P.in sup- 
port of his motion, Mr. Hannegan demanded the pre- 
vious question, but withdrew the demand at the 
request of Mr. Mercer, and on his promise to renew 
it. Mr. Mercer then made some remarks in reply 
to Mr. Patton. After which, Mr. M. in obedience 
to promise, renewed the call for the previous ques- 
tion, and it prevailed. 

And the main question being on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading, was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. And, on motion of 
Mr. Briggs, at half past seven o’clock, the house 
slicusied, 

Friday, Feb. 24. Mr. Thomas, from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, to which was referred the 
bill from the senate entitled ‘‘an act in amendment 
of the acts respecting the judicial system of the 
U. States,”’ reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Smith, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill to provide for certain har- 
bors and for the removal of obstructions in and at 
the mouths of certain rivers, and for other purposes, 
during the year 1837; which was twice read and 
committed. 

Mr. Sutherland, from the committee on com- 
merce, reported a bill to suspend the operations of 
the 2d proviso of the 3d section of the act entitled 
‘an act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of government for the year 
1835;” which bill was twice read and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Howard, from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, to whom had been referred the message of the 
president of the United States of February 8th, 
in relation to Mexico, made a report: 

Mr. Thomson, of Ohio, moved that the report be 
read; which was read accordingly. 

The report concludes with the following resolu- 
tions: 

«Resolved, That the indignities offered to the 
American flag, and injuries committed upon the 
persons and property of American citizens by of- 
ficers of the Mexican government, and the refusal 
or neglect of that government to make suitable 
atonement, would justify the congress of the U. 
States in taking measures to obtain immediate re- 
dress by the exercise of its own power. 

«Resolved, That, as an evidence of the desire of 
the American government to preserve peaceful re- 
lations with the government of Mexico, as long as 
the same may be compatible with that dignity which 
it is due to the people of the United States to 
preserve unimpaired, the | rhigoene be, and is here- 
by, respectfully requestec to make another solemn 
demand in the most impressive form upon the go- 
vernment of Mexico for redress of the grievances 
which have heretofore been ineffectually presented 
to its notice.” 

Mr. Howard said it was the desire of the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs that the house should come 
to a vote on these two resolutions, and, for his own 
part, he was very willing to do so with as little 
delay as possible. With the concurrence of the 
house, he proposed that the subject should be made 
the special order for some day, giving time for 
printing the report and resolutions. He did not 
believe that there would be much, if any, difference 
of opinion on the adoption of the resolutions.— 
He hoped the subject would be made the special 
order of some day close at hand, but distant enough 
to allow the report, &c. to be printed; he would 
name Tuesday morning, and move that the report 
and resolutions be printed. 

The speaker said that a vote of two-thirds would 
be required to make the report the special order; 
whereas if it was simply postponed to a day cer- 
tain, it would come up first in the order of business 
upon the speaker’s table, unless debate on some 
other subject should be pending. 

Mr. Cambreleng was understood to say, that it 
was evident to every gentleman that a debate on 
the subject of our relations, both with Mexico and 





Texas, must come up, when the civil and diplo- 





matic appropriation bill should be taken up for con- 
sideration. A proposition was pending to instruct 
the committee of ways and means to insert in that 
bill an eee for the salary and outfit of a 
minister to Texas; and as debate on that proposi- 
tion could not be avoided, he hoped that some other 
day would be fixed upon. 

Mr. Howard wished to bring to the attention of 
the house the fact that this report and resolutions 
had no connexion whatever with the question pend- 
ing in relation to Texas, and he hoped the two sub- 
jects would not be taken in connexion together. 

Mr. Cambreleng reminded Mr. Howard that only 
four days remained for the consideration of the ap- 
propriation bills, and thought he ought to select 
some other day. 

Mr. Howard inquired whether, if the report was 
laid on the table, a majority of the house could 
bring up the report in the morning hour. 

The speaker said, if postponed to a day certain 
it came up, as a matter of course, in the morning 
hour, unless some intervening report should pre- 
vent it. If the report was made the special order 
it would be transferred from the morning hour, and 
a vote of two-thirds was indispensable. 

Mr, Roberison thought that, in reference to this 
subject, it would be of great importance for con- 
gress to know what had transpired between the 
president of the United States and general Santa 
Ana. He had himself submitted a resolution on a 
former day calling forsuch information. Who could 
tell but that, possibly, Santa Ana, in gratitude for 
the attentions which had been paid to him by the 

resident, would do justice to the people of the 

nited States; and that if he should succeed in again 
placing himself at the head of affairs in Mexico, as 
it appeared likely that he would, then no doubt all 
cage differences with Mexico would be amica- 

ly terminated. Mr. R. appealed to the chairman 
of the committee (Mr. Howard) to wait for the in- 
formation on the subject to which he had referred, 
as it might have a very important bearing upon the 
question of resorting to hostile measures against 
Mexico. Another consideration which also appear- 
ed to him of some importance, was, that most, if 
not all the cases whieh formed the ground of the 
present difference with Mexico, had originated un- 
der the government of this very Santa Ana; they 
were not of recent date, but occurred when Santa 
Ana was at the head of affairs in Mexico; and 
therefore it was to be expected that he would not 
hesitate to do us justice when he shall again attain 
the position from which he had been for a time dis- 
placed. Mr. R. said he did not rise, however, to 
enter into the merits of the subject, but te express 
the desire which he felt to have further information 
than the house now possessed on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the further considera- 
tion of the subject was 9 ages until to-morrow; 
and ~ report and resolutions were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Vinton renewed his motion to offer, with a 
view to have printed, an amendment to the land 
bill. The motion was agreed to, and the amend- 
ment was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Owens, of Georgia, by general consent, of- 
fered the following resolution; which the house 
agreed to consider at this time: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house at the 
next session of congress, all papers and documents, 
and all and every matter connected with the frauds 
alleged to have hole committed upon the Creek In- 
dians in the sale and purchase of their lands, and 
more particularly the evidence on this subject col- 
lected by the commissioners appointed by him to 
examine and report on the same; as, also, the cir- 
cumstances and facts attending the sale of lands by 
the Creek Indians to certain individuals in Georgia 
Alabama, and elsewhere, alleged to have been made 
by and under the authority or sanction of general 
Jesup, of the United States army. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Chapman, the resolu- 
tion was so modified by Mr. Owens, as to add to 
the end thereof, ‘‘and also in relation to the reserva- 
tions allotted to Indian heads of families, who have 
died since the location.” 

And the resolution as modified was adopted. 

Mr. Boon, by general consent, offered certain 
joint resolutions from the legislature of Indiana 
proposing certain amendments to the constitution 
of the United States, which were laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Adams, by general consent, offered certain 
joint resolutions from the legislature of Massachu- 
setts, in relation to the bill to reduce the revenue of 
the United States to the wants of the government. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, a number of senate 
bills on the speaker’s table were taken up on their 





first and second reading. 
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The first in order was the land bill, which having 
been read a first time by its title, objection was 
made to its second reading. 

Some conversation ensued, in which Messrs. 
Gholson, Hardin, Bell and Sutherland hug nm 
The speaker said that the bill having been read a 
first time, and objection having been made to a se- 
cond reading, the question would be ‘Shall the bill 
be rejected?” This question would open the whole 
merits of the bill. Mr. Mercer insisted that his 
motion had been misunderstood, it having been that 
the bills be taken up for the purpose of commit- 
ment. He moved to reconsider the said vote.— 
Which motion prevailed, and the senate bills re- 
main as they were on the speaker’s table. 

Mr. Chapin offered the following resolution, 
which was read by the clerk: 

Resolved, That the committee on the gna 3 
be instructed to report a bill with suitable provi- 
sions to prohibit the inhabitants of the District of 
Columbia, and all others within the jurisdiction of 
the said District, from carrying about their persons 
concealed and deadly weapons. 

Mr. Cambreleng objected to the consideration of 
the resolution, because the whole day would be 
consumed in debate upon it, and the house had at 
present no time to spare for the discussion. Mr. 
Chapin moved a suspension of the rules in order to 
consider the resolution. Mr. Ingham called for the 
yeas and nays, which were not ordered. The ques- 
tion was then taken, and the house refused to sus- 
pend the rules. So the resolution was not consi- 
dered. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 

went into committee of the whole and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army for the year 1837, the ques- 
tion being on the amendment proposed yesterday 
by Mr. Peyton, appropriating $150,000 for arrears 
of pay of the Tennessee volunteers raised on the 
10th of December, 1812, and discharged December 
10, 1813. After some further remarks from Messrs. 
Cambreleng, E. Whittlesey, Bell and Mercer, the 
question was taken, and the amendment was re- 
jected. 
. A number of amendments. were now offered in 
succession, all of which were rejected, except one 
offered by Mr. Cambreleng making an additional 
appropriation (of $100,000) for arming and equip- 
ping the militia (to be distributed this year among 
the private armories for the manufacture of mus- 
kets). 

The amendments of the senate were concurred 
in, and the bill was laid aside. 

The bill making appropriations for certain forti- 
fications of the United States for the year 1837, 
was next considered—but before coming to a deci- 
sion the committee rose, and the house, in pursu- 
ance of an order of yesterday, took a recess until 
half-past four o’clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for certain fortifications 
for the year 1837, which was further amended, 
when the committee rose and reported the two bills 
to the house; (viz: the army and fortification bills), 
and, on motion of Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, 
at 9 o’clock the house adjourned. 

[During the discussion of the fortification bill in 
committee of the whole, Mr. Bell moved to add an 
additional section to the bill providing that the mo- 
ney which should be in the treasury of the United 
States on the Ist of January, 1838, reserving five 
millions of dollars, should be deposited with the 
several states, according to the 13th, 14th and 15th 
sections of the bill to regulate the public deposites, 
approved June 23, 1836. 

he amendment was debated by Messrs. Bell, 
Cambreleng, Williams, of North Carolina, Garland, 
of Virginia, and Underwood. 

Mr. .4. Mann moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Bell, by adding after she word “states” ‘in 
proportion to the ratio of representation of such 
states in the house of representatives of the congress 
of the United States.” 

The subject was further debated by Messrs. 
McKeon, 4. Mann. G. Lee, W. Thompson, Crary, 
Robertson, Bouldin and Lane. 

When, the question being taken, the amendment 
to the amendment was rejected. 

- And the question was taken on the original amend- 
ment, and decided in the negative—ayes 71, noes 
75. 

Saturiity, Feb. 25. The unfinished business of 
the morning hour was the report, with the accom- 
panying resolutions, reported yesterday by Mr. 
Howard, from the committee on foreign affairs, on 
the subject of the relations between the United States 
and Mexico. Mr. Cambreleng said he did not see 
the chairman of the committee on foreign affairs in 
his place, and he would therefore move that the fur- 





ther consideration of the subject be postponed until 
to-morrow. Mr. McKim said he would state for the 
information of the house that his colleague (Mr. 
Howard) was very unwell, and not able to attend to 
his duties here. Mr. 4dams hoped that the chair- 
man of the committee of ways and means (Mr. 
Cambreleng) would name some other day than Mon- 
day; Tuesday, if he pleased. He hoped that, as so 
many weeks had passed over without an opportuni- 
ty having been given to present petitions, and as 
Monday was the last day on which they could be 
presented during the present session, another day 
would be fixed on. Mr. Cambreleng then moved 
Tuesday; which motion was agreed to. And so the 
further consideration of the subject was postponed 
until Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union was discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the government for the year 1837, with a view to its 
recommitment to the committee of ways and means, 
for the purpose of adding thereto certain amend- 
ments. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Cumbreleng 
thereupon reported the bill back again to the house, 
with certain amendments. And the bill and amend- 
ments were committed. 

Mr. Jarvis, from the committee on public build- 
ings, made a report on the petition of John Mec Arran 
of Philadelphia relative to a botanic garden in Wash- 
ington—concluding with a resolution requesting the 
president of the United States to cause the neces- 
sary surveys &c. to be made, the consideration of 
which resolution was postponed until Tuesday next. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on manufactures, 
to whom had been referred a resolution of the house, 
instructing them to inquire into the expediency of 
ee the culture and manufacture of silk in the 

nited States, reported thereon at length. 

Mr. A. said that this report had been made at the 

resent session, though probably it was not perfect- 
y in order. Theresolution referring this subject to 
the committee on manufactures had been adopted at 
the last session of congress; and the committee, at 
that time, charged one of its members, (Mr. Judson, 
a representative from the state of Connecticut), who 
had offered the resolution, with the duty of collect- 
ing the information alludedto. That gentleman had 
been subsequently transferred to another department 
of the government, and had resigned his seat in this 
house. He had not ceased, however, to prosecute 
his cp pa and, at a late period of the present ses- 
sion of congress, the chairman of the committee on 
manufactures ;(Mr. Adams) had received a letter 
from him (Mr. Judson) containing the substance of 
the information which had been collected, and which 
was very valuable. Mr. A. therefore, as the chair- 
man of the committee, reported that letter as part of 
his report, and asked that it might be received as 
such. The letter was short, and he asked that it 
might be read. 

The same having been read, Mr. A. moved that 
the report, together with the letter, be laid on the 
table, and printed; which motion was agreed to.— 
Mr. A. moved that 5,000 extra copies be printed.— 
The house consented to consider the motion at this 
time, and the same was agreed to. 

The house refused to consider a resolution offered 
by Mr. Hard to print 5,000 copies of the senate do- 
cument, No. 333, entitled a “report of a geological 
reconnoissance made in 1835, from the seat of go- 
vernment, by way of Green Bay and the Wisconsin 
territory, to the Coteau du Prairie, by G. W. Fea- 
therstonhaugh, United States geologist, for the use 
of the members of this house,” under the direction 
of Mr. Featherstonhaugh. 

Mr. Connor, from the committee on the post of- 
fice and post roads, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the house will go into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union on Monday, 
immediately after the reading of the journal, for the 
space of one hourand a half, for the purpose of con- 
sidering two bills reported by the committee on the 

ost office and post roads, for the erection of a build- 
ing for the post office department, and a bill to pro- 
vide for additional clerks in the post office depart- 
ment and auditor’s office, and for other purposes. 

The spealcer said the resolution would require a 
vote of two-thirds for its adoption. 

A desultory discussion ensued on this resolution, 
during which several amendments were offered and 
rejected. Finally, the question was taken on the 
adoption of the resolution and decided in the nega- 
tive, yeas 88, nays 57; [two-thirds not voting in the 
affirmative] so the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. Galbraith, from the select committee upon 
the subject of the United States bank, reported the 
following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress asserrbled, 





ee 
That until the notes of the late bank of the Unita 


States, which may have been returned since th, _ ; 
day of March last, redeemed from the funds of jj 
said bank, shall cease to be reissued by its officers 
directors, trustee or trustees, and until the amou 
due to the government from said bank shall be = 
tled to the satisfaction of the secretary of the trea. 
sury, the notes of said bank, and the notes of aly 
bank to which its funds and estate may be transfe,; 
red in trust for the payment of its debts and discharo, 
of its obligations, shall not be received in pa met 
of any debts due to the government of the Unite, 
States, or taken in exchange or deposite in any of 
the banks selected as depositories of the public mo. 
ney; and the secretary of the treasury is hereby qj. 
rected to adopt such measures as he may deem no. 
cessary to carry this provision into effect. 


The resolution having been read the first time, an 
the question being on the second reading, Mr. Lin. 
coln stated, at some length, that he had no agene 
in the proposition and was not consulted about jj 
&e. is remarks shall have a place in our next. 


The hour having elapsed, Mr. Cambreleng call 
for the orders of the a — 


Mr. Ingersoll rose and stated that he learned from 
the speaker that he had in his possession a memo. 
rial from the president, directors and company of 
the bank of the United States, which might obviate 
the necessity in the mind of every gentleman, of 
further proceedings upon the resolution offered from 
the select committee. He, therefore, asked leave 
of the house for the spedker to present the memori- 
al, and requested the speaker to do so. 


Leave being — the speaker presented the 
memorial, which was read, and shall have a place 
in the next “REGISTER.” 


Mr. Ingersoll then ae to state that the me- 
morial went the whole length of adopting the terms 
of settlement which the secretary of the treasury 
was understood to desire. The stock held by the 
government has been valued by the commissioners 
appointed by the department at $115 58, and they 
propose that payment shall be made by equal instul- 
ments in September 1837, 1838, 1839 and 1840, with 
six per cent. interest till paid. To this the bank 
distinctly accedes. What more can be desired’— 
He, therefore, moved that the memorial be referred 
to the committee of ways and means, and that it be 
printed. Which was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house then pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the day. 


_ The house took up for consideration the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of the army for 
the year 1837, which had been returned from the 
senate with certain amendments, which amend- 
ments had again been amended by the house in 
committee of the whole on the state of the union. 


The pending question was on concurring with 
the committee of the whole in the amendments to 
the amendments of the senate. Several of which 
were adopted and others rejected. The bill was 
further amended—and the question recurring on 
concurring with the senate, in their several amen¢- 
ments, as amended by the house, it was decided in 
the affirmative. So the several amendments, as 
amended, were agreed to. 


The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for certain fortifications 
for the U. States for the year 1837, which had been 
reported from the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union with sundry amendments; and 
the pending question was on concurring with the 
committee of the whole in their amendments. Se- 
veral of the amendments were agreed to, and others 
amended and also agreed to, when Mr. Bell renew- 
ed his motion, made in committee of the whole, and 
there rejected, to amend the amendment by adding 
thereto an additional section, providing that the 
money which may be in the treasury of the United 
States on the Ist of January, 1837, reserving five 
millions, shall be deposited with the states in co0- 
formity with the provisions of the act approved 234 
June, 1836. 

Mr. Bell did not desire to enter into further de- 
bate, but hoped the house would take the vote at 
once. 


Some remarks were submitted by Messrs. Graves 
and Reynolds, when, the hour of three having ar 


rived, the house took a recess until half past four 
o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The house met at half past four o’clock. The 
pending question was on the amendment to the 
amendment proposes by Mr. Bell. Mr. Hardin 
moved a call of the house, which after some con- 
versation between several members as to the ordet 
of business, was ordered. 

And the roll having been called, one hundred and 
one members answered to their names. 
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Mr. Anthony moved a suspension of the proceedings 
on the call; which motion was rejected. The clerk 
roceeded to call the names of the absentees; when 
Mr. Grennell again moved a suspension; which mo- 
tion was rejected. The roll of absentees were gone 
over, and there appeared one hundred and sixty- 
two members present. On motion of Mr. Cambre- 
leng, all further proceedings on the call were sus- 
ended. The amendment to the amendment hav- 
ing, on motion of Mr. Mercer, been read, Mr. Har- 
din called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. Mr. Boon inquired if it was in order now 
to offer another amendment. The speaker said it 
was not in order to offer an amendment to an amend- 
ment. Mr. C. Allan said that, as the question be- 
fore the house was extremely important, and as 
there was not a large number of members present, 
he would move a call of the house; and on that mo- 
tion he asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and being taken, were, yeas 71, nays 115. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the amendment to the amendment, and, being taken, 
it was decided in the affirmative, yeas 113, nays 90, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, C. Allan, H. 
Allen, Anthony, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Boon, Boul- 
din, Briggs, Buchanan, Bunch, John Calhoon, W. B. 
Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, Casey, George Cham- 
bers, John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, N. H. Clai- 
borne, Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darling- 
ton, Dawson,’Deberry, Denny, Dunlap, Everett, 
Forester, Fowler, French, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Har- 
din, Harlan, Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, I{awkins, 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Herod, Hoar, Hunt, 
Huntsman, Ingersoll, W. Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, Laporte, Law- 
rence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, 
J. Mann, 8. Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McCo- 
mas, McKennan, Mercer, Montgomery, Morris, Par- 
ker, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, 
Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, John Reynolds, Ro- 
bertson, Wm. B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Slade, Spangler, Sprague, Standefer, Steele, Storer, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Under- 
wood, Vinton, Washington, White, IX. Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, S. Williams, Young—113. 

NA YS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beau- 
mont, Black, Bockee, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 
Burns, Cambreleng, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, J. 
F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Cramer, 
Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Fairfield, Farlin, Fry, 
Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, Gholson, Gillett, 
Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, A. G. Harrison, 
Haynes, Holt, Hubley, Huntington, Jarvis, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, B. Jones, 
Klingensmith, Lansing, Lawler, G. Lee, J. Lee, 
Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, A. Mann, Martin, 
William Mason, Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, 
McKim, McLene, Miller, Muhlenberg, Owens, 
Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, D. J. 
Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, Jos. Reynolds, Rogers, 
Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Thomas, 
J. Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wage- 
ner, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Thomas T. Whit- 
tlesey, Yell—90. 

So the amendment to the amendment was adopt- 
ed. Mr. 4A. Mann, moved further to amend the 
amendment by adding after the word “states,” in 
the sixth line, the words “in proportion to the ratio 
of representation in the house of representatives of 
the congress of the United States.”” Some remarks 
were submitted by Mr. M. in favor of his proposi- 
tion, and by Mr. Yell in opposition to it. When 
Mr. Williams, of Ky. raised the question that the 
amendment was not in order. After some conver- 
sation thereon, Mr. 4. Mann, with a view to remove 
all obstacles on the question of order, modified his 
amendment so as to read, *‘Provided that the said 
deposites shall be made,” &c. 

The subject was debated by Messrs. Denny, 
Mercer, Hardin, Boon, A. Mann, Bouldin, McKeon, 
Wardwell and Vanderpoel. Whereupon Mr. Tur- 
rill demanded the previous question. The chair 
(Mr. Briggs) stated that the effect of the previous 
question, if ordered, would be to cut off the amend- 
ments of the committee of the whole as amended 
by the house. And, the question being taken on 
the demand for the previous question, there appear- 
ed—yeas 75, nays 110. So there was no second. 

And, the question recurring on the amendment 
to the amendment, 

The house was further addressed by Messrs. Van- 
derpoel, McComas, Pickens, D. J. Pearce, Denny, 
Cambreleng and Hoar. 

Mr. 4. Mann demanded the yeas and nays, which 
Were ordered; and, being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, 
Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Bovee, Brown, Bucha- 

han, Cambreleng, Chaney, Chapin, Cleveland, 
oles, Connor, Cramer, Doubleday, Dromgoole, 


Dunlap, Evans, Fairfield, Fry, Fuller, J. Garland, 
Graham, Graves, Hamer, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazel- 
tine, Hubley, Huntington, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, 
C. Johnson, John W. Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Lansing, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Logan, 
Loyall, A. Mann, J. Mann, W. Mason, McKay, 
McKeon, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Muhlenburg, Patterson, Patton, Rogers, 
Seymour, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Sickles, Suther- 
land, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, J. Thomson, 
Underwood, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
S. Williams—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Alford, 
C. Allan, H. Allen, Bailey, Bean, Bell, Bond, Bor- 
den, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, Burns, John Calhoon, 
Campbell, Carter, Casey, George Chambers, John 
Chambers, Chapman, Chetwood, Childs, N. H. 
Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, 
Crane, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Dawson, Deber- 
ry, Denny, Elmore, Everett, French, Gholson, 
Granger, Grantland, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, 
Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hannegan, Hard, 
Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Al- 
bert G. Harrison, Henderson, Heister, Herod, Hoar, 
Hunt, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, W. Jackson, 
Janes, Jenifer, H. Johnson, Kennon, Lane, Laporte, 
Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, 
Lyon, Martin, 8. Mason, Maury, McCarty, McCo- 
mas, McKennan, Mercer, Morris, Owens, Parker, 
Franklin Pierce, D. J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, 
Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, John Reynolds, 
Robertson, Wm. B. Shepard, Shinn, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Sprague, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Tho- 
mas, W. Thompson, Vinton, Washington, White, 
E. Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Yell, Young—110. 

So the amendment to the amendment was reject- 
ed. 

Mr. Cambreleng then offered, as an amendment to 
the amendment, the provisions (in substance) of the 
bill commonly called the ‘tariff bill.” Mr. Hardin 
thought it was very late in the evening to commence 
regulating the whole tariff of the country. Mr. 
Bell rose to a point of order; he contended that the 
bill proposed as an amendment was entirely irrele- 
vant, having reference to a wholly different sub- 
ject. The chair (Mr. Briggs) decided that, as the 
bill was not the same as had been committed to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
but had been essentially modified, it was in order 
to offer it as an amendment to the amendment. Mr. 
Mercer appealed from the decision. Mr. Vander- 
poel demanded the yeas and nays on the appeal, 
which were ordered. The appeal was debated by 
Messrs. Bell, Cambreleng, Mercer, Reed, Patton, 
Johnson, of La. Haynes and Ward; when the ques- 
tion being taken, “Shall the decision of the chair 
stand as the judgment of the house?” it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 94, nays 97. So the house 
reversed the decision of the chair; and the proposed 
amendment to the amendment was declared to be 
out of order. 

Mr. Martin offered as an amendment to the amend- 
ment the provisions (in substance) of the bill com- 
monly called the “land bill.” The chair (Mr. 
Briggs) decided that the same would not be in or- 
der, under the decision just made by the house. 
The subject-matter was totally different and inde- 
pendent. 

Mr. Martin appealed from the decision, and, after 
a few’ remarks thereon, asked for the yeas and nays 
on the appeal, which were ordered. 

And the question being taken, “Shall the deci- 
sion of the chair stand as the judgment of the 
house?” it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 112, 
nays 70; so the decision of the chair was affirmed 
by the house; and the proposed amendment to the 
amendment was declared to be out of order. 

The qnestion then recurred on the concurring 
with the committee of the whole in the amendment 
as amended, and, being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 112, nays 84; so the amendment 
as amended was concurred in. 

The nextand last anendment made in committee 
of the whole, and coming up on the question of 
concurrence was, the appropriation of $40,000 for 
fortificatior > at the mouth of Connecticut river.— 
After a few remarks from Mr. McKay, expressing 
his opposition to the appropriation at this time, on 
the ground that a survey had not yet been made, the 
question was taken, and the amendment was non- 
concurred in. The question then recurring on or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. Vanderpoel demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, after some remarks from 
Mr. Patton in justification of his intended vote, the 
question was taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 111, nays 70, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Chilton Allan, 


Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, John Calhoon, 
Campbell, Carter, ean George Chambers, John 
Chambers, Childs, N. H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, 
Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, De- 
berry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Forester, 
French, James Garland, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Grennell, Haley, Hiland Hall, Hard, Har- 
din, Harlan, Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, Hazel- 
tine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, Huntsman, 
Ingersoll, William Jackson, Henry Johnson, Kil- 

ore, Lane, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, 

ewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Job Mann, S. Mason, 
Maury, McCarty, McComas, McKennon, Mercer, 
Montgomery, Morris, Parker, Patton, D. J. Pearce, 
J. A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillips, 
Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, John Reynolds, Ro- 
bertson, Wm. B. Shepard, Agustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, Standefer, Steele, 
Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Underwood, Vinton, Washington, White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Thos. T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, Young—111. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, 
Black, Bockee, Boyd, Brown, Burns, Cambreleng, 
Chaney, Chapman, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleve- 
land, Coles, ramer, Cushman, Doubleday, Drom- 

oole, Dunlap, Fairfield, Fry, Fuller, Gholson, Gil- 
Pot, Grantland, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Al- 
bert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hunting- 
ton, Jarvis, J. Johnson, C. Johnson, ilingenemith, 
Lansing, Lawler, G. Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, 
Lucas, Abijah Mann, Martin, Wm. Mason, McKay, 
McKim, Moore, Owens, Parks, Franklin Pierce, 
Pinckney, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Schenck, Sey- 
mour, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Thomas, John Thom- 
son, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward- 
well, Yell—70. 


So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

And, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the bill (hav- 
ing been previously engrossed) was read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the title of the bill was 
so amended as to add to the end the words “and 
for other purposes.” 

A motion was made to adjourn, but was with- 
drawn to enable the speaker to present to the house 
the following communications: 

A message from the president of the United 
States, transmitting a letter from the secretary of 
war ad interim, in relation to the survey of the 
mouth of the Mississippi river. 

On motion of Mr. hai, of Louisiana, refer- 
red to the committee of ways and means, and or- 
dered to be printed, exclusive of maps. 

A communication from the secretary of state, 
transmitting a list of persons who had invented 
new or useful arts or machines, &c. Laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the secretary of state, 
transmitting a list of all patents for useful discove- 
ries, &c. Laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. On motion of Mr. Cave Johnson, at 10 
o’clock, the house adjourned. 


Monday, Feb. 27. This being petition day, Mr, 
Cambreleng said, that as there were only two days 
left on which bills could be passed between the two 
houses, and as it was usual, at the close of the ses- 
sion, for gentlemen to lay their petitions on the table 
because no action could be had thereon, he would 
move a suspension of the rule for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding with the consideration of the appropriation 
bills. 

Mr. 4. Mann demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion. Mr. Adams said he hoped the motion would 
not prevail. This was the last day on which peti- 
tions could be presented, and he had a number in his 
possession which he was very desirous to present. 
Mr. Haynes rose to a question of order. He inquir- 
ed whether a motion to suspend the rule was debata- 
ble. The chair said it was not. Mr. Adams then 
moved a call of the house, which was not ordered. 
Mr. Lincoln hoped that the yeas and nays would be 
taken on the motion to suspend the rule, this being 
the last day for the presentation of petitions. But 
they were not ordered. And the question on the 
motion to snspend was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas.112, nays 21. So the rule was sus- 
pended. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union (Mr. Pierce, of N. H. in the chair) on the ap- 
propriation bills, generally, and on motion of Mr. 
Sutherland took up the old harbor bill. The bill 
having been read through, Mr. Sutherland stated that 
the bill made no appropriations for new works, nor 
was it his intention to offer any. A large number 
of admendments were offered, many of which were 
rejected—and no decision having been arrived at, at 
3 o’clock the committee rose and the house took a 








Heman Allen, Anthony, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Boon, 


recess until half past 4 o’clock. 
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EVENING SESSION. 

The house having reassembled at half past 4 
o’clock, went into committee of the whole on the 
fortification bill which occupied its attention until a 
late hour—-when, no further proposition to amend 
having been made, it was laid aside. On motion of 
Mr. Cambreleng the committee then took up the bill 
making 1 th. poe to the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the government. The bill together with 
several amendments reported thereto by the com- 
mittee of ways and means, having been read Mr. 
W. Thompson moved to amend the bill by inserting: 

“For the salary and outfit of a diplomatic agent, 
to be forthwith sent to the independent government 
of Texas, —— thousand dollars. 

“For expenses of running a boundary line be- 
tween the United States and the independent govern- 
ment of Texas; ——— thousand dollars; such line to 
be run by commissioners to be appointed by the 
United States and the republic of Texas. ” 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. W. Thomp- 
son, Mason, of Ohio, and Hoar earnestly engaged. 
Mr. Bynum moved that the committee rise. “Mr. 
Cambreleng reminded the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Bynum) that to-morrow was the last 
day on which bills could be sent from this house to 
the other. He hoped the gentleman would not in- 
sist on his motion. Mr. Bynum, however, did not 
withdraw it; and, the question being taken, the com- 
mittee, by a large majority, refused to rise. The 
debate was continued, at great length, by Mr. By- 
num; and that gentleman had not concluded, when 
Mr. Thompson renewed the motion that the com- 
mittee rise. And, the question being taken, there 
appeared—ayes 26, noes 83; [no quorum. ] 

he committee, on motion of Mr. W. Thompson, 
rose and ‘reported the fact to the house. Mr. T. 
then moved an adjournment. On that motion Mr. 
Vanderpoel demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 20, nays 105—[there 
being now a quorum voting]. So the motion to 
adjourn was rejected; and the chairman again took 
his seat. Mr. Bynum resumed his remarks, and 
addressed the committee at very Be length. The 
subject was further debated by Mr. Huntsman; and 
the question on agreeing to the amendment being 
then taken, it was decided in the negative: ayes 40, 
noes 82. So the amendment was rejected. 

The committee again finding itself without a 
quorum, rose, and reported the fact to the house. 
A call of the house was ordered, and the proceed- 
ings thereon were enforced with considerable rigor. 

After which, the house again went into com- 
mittee on the said bill; a number of amendments 
were offered; and finally the committee rose and 
reported to the house the old harbor bill, and the 
bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the government for year 1837. 

And thereupon, at a quarter before six o’clock, 
A. M. the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28. The speaker laid before the 
house a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, transmitting abstracts prepared by the 
comptroller, of the official emoluments and expen- 
ditures for 1836, of those officers of the customs of 
the United States, who have rendered the state- 
ments required by the act of March 2, 1799, to 
establish the compensation of the officers employed 
in the collection of the duties on imports. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, giving the names of tne clerks employed 
in the anditor’s office of the post office department. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the report heretofore made by the committee on 
foreign affairs on the subject of Mexican relations. 
On motion of Mr. Thomas, the further considera- 
tion of this subject was postponed until to-morrow. 
And, on motion of Mr. Ir certain other unfinished 
business on the speaker’s table was also postponed. 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported on several petitions which had been re- 
ferred to it. 

Mr. McKeon from the select committee to which 
was referred the resolution of the 23d June, 1836, 
that a joint committee be a to contract 
with one or more competent American artists for 
the execution of four historical pictures, to be plac- 
ed in the vacant panels of the rotundo, made a re- 
port thereon, recommending that a certain sum of 
money be appropriated to carry into effect the ob- 

ject of that resolution; which report was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Dromgoole, from the select committee to 
which was referred so much of the president’s mes- 
sage as relates to amending the constitution of the 
United States, together with all propositions and 
resolutions submitted at the last and present session 
of congress, proposing amendments to the constitu- 
tion, made a report thereon, with the following re- 
solution; which report and resolution were ordered 


Resoived, That it is inexpedient to propose any 
of the aforesaid amendments to the legislatures, or 
to conventions of the several states. 

The following joint resolution, reported by Mr. 
Jenifer some days ago froma select committee, 
was taken up: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 

hat the president be requested to instruct the 
ministers and other representatives of this country 
in France, England, Russia, Prussia, Holland and 
Germany, to negotiate with the respective govern- 
ments to which they are accredited for a modi- 
fication of the duties and restrictions upon tobacco 
imported from the United States; and that he be 
also requested to appoint special agents to negotiate, 
in like manner with the governments of those coun- 
tries into which tobacco is imported under similar 
restrictions, that have no accredited representatives 
from the United States. 

And the resolution, as above, was agreed to, and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways 
and means, presented a communication from the 
general land office; which was ordered to be print- 
ed. Mr. £. Whittlesey renewed his effort, ineffec- 
tually, to take up certain bills on the speaker’s 
table, with a view to reference. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house sus- 
pended the rule, for the purpose of proceeding with 
the consideration of the appropriation bills, and 
took up the bill making appropriations for certain 
harbors for the year 1837, (known as the old harbor 
bill), which had been reported yesterday from the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
with sundry amendments; the question being on 
concurring with the committee in the said amend- 
ments. The amendments were read, and severally 
concurred in. 

Mr. Parker and Mr. Crane both moved amend- 
ments to the bill, which were severally rejected. 

Mr. Sutherland demanded the previous question; 
and the house seconded the call—ayes 71, noes 52. 
And the house ordered that the main question 
should now be taken. And the main question on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 108, nays 41. 

And the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading at this time, 

The reading of the bill was dispensed with, and 
the bill, having been immediately read a third time 
by its title, was passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 

The house took up the bill making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
government for the year 1837, which had been re- 
ported from the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, with certain amendments: and 
the question was on concurring with the committee 
of the whole in their said amendments. 

The amendments having been read through, the 
question was taken on all those to which exception 
had not been taken, and the same were concurred in. 
The question came up on concurring with the 
amendment made in committee to the following 
item: 

‘For salaries of ministers of the United States 
to Great Britain, France, Spain and Russia, in ad- 
dition to the balance remaining of the former ap- 
ropriation for 1836, twenty-seven thousand dol- 
ars;” which was amended in committee by adding 
after the word ‘‘Russia” the words “and outfit and 
salaries for ministers to Prussia and Austria,” and 
by striking out -*$27,000,” and inserting “$63,000.” 
After some remarks from Messrs. Mercer and 
Howard, Mr. W. Thompson moved to amend the 
amendment by adding “and for the outfit and salary 
of a diplomatic agent to be sent to the independent 
republic of Texas, thousand dollars.” 

On that amendment, Mr. Griffin called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. The question 
was loudly called for, when Mr. Cushing said he 
had but a single sentence to speak. This question 
lay in the compass of a nut-shell, as a diplomatic 
question. He admitted and asserted that the Unit- 
ed States possessed in all cases the right of recog- 
nising a foreign state. He admitted and asserted 
the right of recognition, but he maintained that 
the time of recognition was a question of discre- 
tion, and that discretion was to be exercised ac- 
cording to our own convictions of our own interests. 
In his judgment, the time for recognition had not 
arrived. He would, therefore, vote against the 
amendment of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Thompson.) 

Mr. Adams said he would add one word more.— 
He objected to this proposition on the ground that 
the act of recognition of a foreign power had hereto- 








so lie on the table: 


fore always been an executive act in this govern- 


—y a 
dent of the United States; and he (Mr. A.) was no 
willing ioset the example of iving that recognition 
on the part of a legislative body, without the reco. 
mendation of the executive. Mr. Jenifer said } 
hoped his friend from South Carolina would with. 
draw his amendment, and move it at some other stage 
of the bill. He felt desirous that each of those ques. 
tions should stand upon their own merits. The pe. 
riod was too late to discuss the propriety of the ap. 
ointment of a minister to Prussia and Austria. 
ut after what had been done by the house in rela. 
tion to a great interest in this country in the adop- 
tion of the report and resolution in favor of the to. 
bacco interest, the appointment of a minister to each 
of those courts woul go far to effect the object con. 
templated by the resolution, and be the means of 
forwarding the interests of the tobacco planters jy 
those countries. He regretted that the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Mercer) should object to the re. 
commendation by this house of a salary and outfit 
for such a minister. It would not, in any manner 
whatever, interfere with the powers of the executive, 
but was an expression of its opinion of the necessity 
of the measure. If any thing is to be done, now is 
the time to urge upon those governments as well as 
others the interest which is felt on the subject of du- 
ties and restrictions on this great staple. Nothing 
had been done heretofore in its behalf; and when it 
is seen that so large a portion of our citizens, as well 
as the states of the union, are interested in lacing 
it upon a proper footing, we have a right to believe 
that the most favorable consequences may result.— 
Mr. J. said he trusted that the amendment, if adopt- 
ed, would not prejudice the pending motion fora 
salary and outfit for ministers to Prussia and Austria. 

The subject was debated by Messrs. Mercer, Ha- 
mer, Pickens, C. Allan and Hoar. 

Mr. W. B. Shepard asked the gentleman from 
South Carolina to accept the following modification 
of his amendment: 

“‘Whenever the president of the United States 
shall receive satisfactory evidence that ‘Texas is an 
independent power, and that it is expedient to ap- 
point such a minister.” 

Mr. Shepard said he moved the amendment be- 
cause he thought it the most correct and proper mode 
of attaining the object which the gentleman from 
South Carolina as well as himself desired. Mr. 8. 
was unwilling to do any thing which would seem 
ungenerous towards the neighboring republic of 
Mexico, or which would widen the breach which 
now exists between this country and Mexico.— 
There is not sufficient evidence before this house 
to act understandingly on this subject, and precipi- 
tancy might be of no aid to Texas, and finally in- 
volveus in war with Mexico. Mr. S. said he would 
not yield to the gentleman in kind feelings towards 
the people of Texas, but he wished to make his good 
feelings efficient and productive of good. 

[Here Mr. Thompson accepted the amendment as 
part of his proposition: and Mr. 8. said he was sa- 
tisfied.] 

After some remarks from Mr. White, of Kentuc- 
ky, in favor of the amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. Mercer suggested to Mr. W. Thompson to 
strike out the words “independent republic.” Mr. 
Cambreleng concurred in the suggestion. The 
amendment, as it now stood, assumed a position in 
one part which it abandoned in another. Mr. Thomp- 
son declined accepting the whole of this modifica- 
tion, but modified his amendment so as to strike out 
the word “independent.” And the question was 
then taken on the amendment to the amendment, as 
modified, and was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
171, nays 76. Sothe modified amendment to the 
amendment was agreed to. And the amendment 
made in committee of the whole, as amended by the 
house, was then concurred in. The question recur- 
red on striking out $27,000 and inserting $63,000; 
which was rejected. 

Mr. Hamer moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out $27,000 and inserting $72,0¢0; which 
was agreed to. And the amendment, as amended, 
was concurred in. The next amendment reported 
from the committee of the whole was that appropri- 
ating $14,500 for the expense of surveying the 
south western boundary line of the United States. 
After some remarks, Mr. Hardin moved to strike out 
the whole clause. Mr. Vanderpoel, demanded the 
previous question, but withdrew the demand. Af- 
ter some remarks from Messrs. Howard and Hardin, 
the question was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected. Mr. McKay moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding a proviso thatthe commissioner and 
surveyor should be appointed by and with the advice 
and consent of the senate; which was agreed to. 
And the amendment, as amended, was concurred 
in. 

The next amendment was that appropriating 
$8,000 for payment for four historical paintings con- 





ment. It was the business and duty of the presi- 


tracted for by the joint committee on the library in 
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“336, by John Vanderlyn and others. Mr. Storer 
18 ved to amend the amendment by adding an ap- 
= riation of $1,000 for the purchase of new dies of 
medal on the application of Morgan Neville, if the 
, ieinal dies were lost or destroyed. Agreed to.— 
Me Johnson, of Virginia, moved to amend the 
amendment by adding an appropriation of 400,000 
cres of land, to satisfy military bounty land warrants 
sed or to be issued, by the United States or the 
stele of Virginia, for services during the revolution- 
ary war. 

After some remarks from Mr. Johnson, Mr. Cha- 
in demanded the previous question. Mr. Storer 
inquired of the chair what the previous question, if 
ordered, would cut off? ‘The chair said it wou!d cut 
off the pending amendment, as amended, and all 


} other amendments which had not been attached to 


» yain question be now put. 


the bill. And the question being taken on the de- | 


mand for the previous question, there appeared ayes 
66, noes 65. So the motion for the previous ques- 
tion was seconded. Mr. Robertson demanded the 
-eas and nays on taking the main question; which 
were not ordered. ‘The house determined that the 
And the main question, 
being on engrossing the bill for a third reading, was 


' taken and carried. And the bill was ordered to a 
third reading this day. 


After a brief discussion as to the priority of busi- 


ness, the house, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, went 
» jnto committee of the whole on the state of the union, 


(Mr. Phillips in the chair), on the remaining ap- 
propriation bills—and on motion of Mr. Corwin took 


up the bill-to provide for continuing the construc- 
‘tion and repair of certain roads, (the Cumberland 


road &c.) and for other purposes, during the year 


> 1837. 


» among their clerks the surplus fees.” 


Several amendments were made to the bill, which 
was still under consideration, when the hour of 3 
having arrived, the house took a recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the engrossed bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the government for the year 1837 hav- 
ing been read a third time, and the question being 
on its final passage, 

Mr. C. Johnson moved to recommit the bill to 
the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, with instructions to strike out the following: 
“Provided, That the secretary of the treasury be 
authorised to extend to collectors at such other 
ports where a surplus of emoluments has been ac- 
counted for and paid into the treasury in 1832, the 
privilege granted to the collector of New York, to 
take effect from the same period of distributing 
After some 
remarks from Messrs. C. Johnson, Cambreleng and 
1. H. Shepperd, Mr. Haynes demanded the previous 


' question, which was seconded—ayes 82, noes 49. 


And the main question was ordered to be put.— 


> And the main question, being on the final passage 
» of the bill, was taken and decided in the affirma- 
tive. So the bill was passed. 


Mr. Cushing submitted a motion to reconsider 


the vote by which the house refused to excuse un- 
© conditionally the ten absentees of last evening dur- 
> ing the call of the house; which motion was euter- 
 edon the journal. 


The chairman resumed the chair in committee of 


© the whole, and the committee resumed the conside- 
» Tatton of the bill to provide for the construction of 
m certain roads, &c. 


The pending question being on the motion of 


» Mr. Kennon, to amend the bill by an additional sec- 
| lon, appropriating $150,000 for the erection of a 


bridge over the Ohio river at Wheeling, &c. pro- 


) Vided it should be ascertained that the navigation 


of the said river would not be thereby obstructed. 
The bill was then further amended and laid aside. 
The committee then took up the bill to provide 


» for the support of the military academy of the 


bey States, which was also amended and laid 
aside, 

_ The committee next proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill making an additional appropriation 
wr suppression of Indian hostilities for the year 

od. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Bell and Cam- 
breleng, the bill was laid aside without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the committee 
rose and reported the three last mentioned bills to 
the house. 

he house concurred with the committee of the 
—— in their amendments to the Cumberland road 

ill. 

Mr. Webster renewed a motion, made in commit- 

fe of the whole, in regard to the direction of a 
Portion of this road. Mr. Hannegan demanded the 


| Previous question; which was seconded by the 


= Was ordered to be now taken. 


touse, ayes 74, noes 51. And the main question 





And the main question, being on the engross- 
ment of the bill, was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. And the bill having been ordered to a 
third reading at this time, and the question being 
on its final passage, Mr. Bond asked for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were, yeas 89, 
nays 59. So the bill was passed. 

he house then took up the bill for making ap- 
propriations for the suppression of Seminole hosti- 
lities,; which was ordered to a third reading at this 
time. And the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The house took up the bill making appropriations 
for the military academy at West Point. The 
amendments made in committee of the whole were 
concurred in. 

Mr. Chapin demanded the previous question; 
which the house seconded. And the main question 
was ordered to be now taken. And the main ques- 
tion, being on the engrossment of the bill for a 
third reading, was taken, and carried. And, hav- 
ing been ordered to a third reading now, the bill 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Briggs moved an adjournment, but withdrew 
the motion at the request of Mr. Rencher, who 
moved that the engrossed bills on the speaker’s ta- 
ble be taken up and read a third time; which mo- 
tion was agreed to. The first bill in order was the 
bill to provide a uniform rule for the pay and mile- 
age of members of congress. Mr. Garland, of La. 
moved to lay the same on the table. Mr. Rencher 
called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
Mr. Vinton said it was very evident that the rule in 
relation to the transmission of bills from one house 
to the other would have to be suspended, and that 
the house must do to-morrow the business which it 
could not get through to-night. He moved an ad- 
journment, (it being now ten o’clock). Mr. Reed 
asked the yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were ordered, and were, yeas 55, nays 80. So the 
house refused to adjourn. Some bills were receiv- 
ed from the senate; and, on motion of Mr. Slade, 
at a few minutes past 10 o’clock, P. M. the house 
adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 2. Mr. Craig presented a re- 
solution of the general assembly of Virginia, in- 
structing the senators and requesting the represen- 
tatives in congress from said state to have the frank- 
ing privilege extended, by law, to the members and 
chief clerks of the several legislatures of the United 
States during their respective sessions, and to such 
public functionaries thereof as may be deemed ex- 
pedient; which resolution was laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the senate and clerk of 
the house of representatives, reporting that the com- 
pilation of congressional documents authorised by 
the act of the 2d of March, 1832, and resolution of 
the 2d of March, 1533, has been completed. 

Also, a communication from Peter Force, esq. 
mayor of the city of Washington, enclosing a report 
froin the register, showing the amount of due bills 
of the corporation of Washington withdrawn from 
circulation, and extinguished, in compliance with 
the provisions of the act of June 30, 1834. 

Mr. Cushing, from the committee of foreign af- 
fairs, to which was referred the petition of William 
C. Parke, reported a resolution requesting the pre- 
sident of the United States to prosecute the claim 
of the United States against Denmark for the va- 
lue of three prizes made by John Paul Jones; which 
resolution was postponed until Friday next. 

Mr. Smith, from the select committee appointed 
upon the subject of the West Point military acade- 
my, on the 12th day of December last, made a re- 
port thereon, accompanied by a bill for modifying 
the system of military instruction at West Point, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. Whittlesey, from the committee of claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton, and against the case of Philip Ryker. Mr. 
Whittlesey, from the same committee, to which was 
referred so much of the president’s message as re- 
lates to the taking of property of individuals for 
public use, and the relief of sufferers by Indian de- 
predations, or by the operation of our own troops in 
Florida, Alabama and Georgia, reported thereon at 
length; concluding with a resolution that the com- 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration 
of the said message; and that the said report do lie 
on the table, (the want of time preventing a com- 
plete investigation). Mr. Whittlesey, from the 
same committee, reported the senate bill for the re- 
lief of the corporate authorities of the city of Mo- 
bile; and recommended that the said bill be re- 
jected. 

The unfinished business was the report of the 
committee on foreign affairs on the subject of the 
relations between the United States and Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the further con- 


Mr. Garland, of Virginia, from a majority of the 
select committee appointed on the 4th day of Janu- 
ary last, to inquire whether the several banks em- 
ployed for the deposite of public money have em- 
ployed an agent to reside at the seat of government 
to transact their business at the treasury depart- 
ment; also, the character of such business; the com- 
pensation received by said agent; whether employ- 
ed at the request or through the procurement of the 
treasury department; whether he receives compen- 
sation from the treasury department, &c. reported 
thereon at length, concluding with the following re- 
solutions: 

1. Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee), 
That the several banks employed for the deposite 
of the public money have not all, or any of them, 
by joint or several contract, employed an agent to 
reside at the seat of government, to transact their 
business with the treasury department. 

2. Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee), 
That no agent for the transaction of business be- 
tween the deposite banks and the treasury depart- 
ment has been employed at the request or through 
the procurement of said department. 

3. dtesolved, (as the opinion of this committee), 
That the business of the deposite banks with the 
treasury department is not conducted through any 
agent, but is transacted directly with the secretary 
of the treasury, or some officer of the department. 

4. Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee), 
That no agent, in any way connected with the pub- 
lic deposites, since the removal of said deposites 
from the bank of the United States, has received 
any compensation from the treasury department. 

5. Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee), 
That several of the deposite banks have employed 
an agent to reside at the seat of government, for the 
purpose of receiving and transmitting mformation 
affecting the interests of said banks, both from the 
treasury department and other sources, and trans- 
mitting public documents; that agent is Reuben M. 
Whitney, who receives such salary from said banks 
as they annually deem his services worth. 

A Which said resolutions lie upon the speaker’s ta- 
le. 

Mr. Henry Johnson, from the same committee, 
believing that the committee has drawn erroneous 
conclusions from some of the testimony, presented 
the grounds of his difference in writing, and his 
reasons for not concurring in the report of the ma- 
jority, remarking, that, agreeing with the views of 
the majority in the greater part of their report, he 
regrets the difference of opinion on points to which 
he has alluded. 

Mr. Peyton, from the same committee, submit- 
ted, at length, the views of the minority, accompa- 
nied by a resolution, that the same, with the ac- 
companying documents, be inserted in the journal 
of the house, as containing the views of the mino- 
rity of this committee, and moved that the report of 
the minority of said committee be committed to the 
committee of the whole house on the state of the 
union, with instructions to report a bill prohibiting, 
in future, under sufficient penalties, the communi- 
eation of secret intelligence by the secretary of the 
treasury for the benefit of the deposite or any other 
banks, which concern all banks alike. 

[We regret exceedingly not having been able to 
obtain a copy of the resolutions appended to the 
minority report; which, however, shall be publish- 
ed as early as we can lay our hands upon them. 

Nat. Int.} 

Mr. Peyton addressed the house at great length 
on the subject of this report, and of the character of 
the evidence which had been elicited before the 
committee. Mr. P. had not concluded his remarks, 
when Mr. Boon moved that the house proceeded to 
the order of the day. 

Mr. £. Whittlesey moved asuspension of the rule 
to enable him to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, (if the senate concur), That the 16th 
joint resolution of this house, which provides that 
no bill which may have passed one house shall be 
sent for concurrence to the other on either of the 
three last days of the session, be suspended for this 
day. Mr. D. H. Lewis asked the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. After some desultory 
conversation, the question was taken and decided 
in the negative: ayes 59, noes not counted. So 
the rule was not suspended, two-thirds of the house 
not having sustained the motion. The speaker an- 
nounced that there were seventy senate bills on the 
speaker’s table on their first reading. 

Mr. E. Whittlesey said he would make another ef- 
fort to have these bills referred, and, if objection was 
made, he would be under the necessity of asking 
for the yeas and nays, in order to see who was de- 
sirous to stop the business from the senate. He 
would move that the bilis from the senate have their 





sideration of the same was postponed until Friday 
next. 


| first and second reading, for the purpose of refer~ 


ence, excluding such as would excite debate. 
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Mr. C. Johnson objected. If the land bill from 
the senate was allowed now to be passed by, it 
would be lost forever. 

Mr. Patton moved a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of taking up the senate’s bill designat- 
ing and limiting the funds receivable for the revenue 
of the United States; which was agreed to—ayes 
116, noes 28. 

This bill had been reported back to the house 
with the following amendment: 

‘“And be it further enacted, That no part of this 
act shall be construed as repealing any existing law 
relative to the collection of the revenue from cus- 
toms or public lands in the legal currency, or as 
substituting bank notes of any description as alaw- 
ful currency of coin, as provided in the constitution 
of the United States; nor to deprive the secre 
of the treasury of the pewer to direct the collectors 
or the receivers of the public revenue, whether de- 
rived from duties, taxes, debts, or sales of public 
lands, not to receive in payment for any sum due 
to the United States the notes of any bank or banks 
which the said secretary may have reason to believe 
unworthy of credit, or which he apprehends may be 
compelled to suspend specie payments.” 

r. Cambreleng said, that at any other period of 
the session than the present, he might have ad- 
dressed some remarks to the house on this subject, 
but he would now forbear. The committee of ways 
and means, for the purpose of preventing a miscon- 
struction of the act, and securing the public reve- 
nue from serious frauds, had brought forward this 
amendment. It was, however, for the house to 
adopt or reject it, as they thought proper; but he 
hoped those gentlemen who were so solicitous about 
this bill would grant him the privilege of recording 
his vote upon the amendment. Mr. C. then called 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Lawrence said he would not occupy the at- 
tention of the house more than a moment. The 
amendment, he apprehended, was new to most of 
the members upon this floor. He had examined it 
carefully, and he believed that the effect of it, if 
passed, would be to legalize powers that were 
claimed and exercised by the secretary of the trea- 
sury; which were before, to say the least, ver 
doubtful. Its effect would be to destroy the bill, 
to neutralize and to nullify every valuable provision 
init. He stated this to the gentlemen of the west; 
for if he understood the amendment, its effect, if 
carried out, would be the same as the treasury or- 
der, viz: to bring the whole country in the region 
of the land offices down to a specie basis; to drive 
from circulation every bank note which could be 
converted into specie issued by the banks in the 
neighborhood of the land offices, and, in place of 
their own paper, have in cireulation the notes of 
distant banks—those of Pennsylvania, New York 
and New England. 

He did not give his assent to all the provisions of 
this bill; it was not one which he would have offer- 
ed, nor was it the best bill that could have been pre- 
sented and matured, ; 

He took this occasion to say that he deemed the 
whole system of banking, the whole financial ope- 
rations of the government, so faras the currence 
was concerned, as in a distracted condition, and sue 
as did not meet his concurrence. He believed it 
was a system which, sooner or later, would inflict, 
must inflict, on the country a calamity which now 
was probably little anticipated. He believed that 
the currency of this wide extended country never 


ean be properly regulated, without some great, cen- 


tral, controlling power over the state banks. But 
he would not now go further into the subject, be- 
cause he knew that the time of this house was too 
valuable at this period of the session to be occupi- 
ed by him, 

Mr. Mann, of New York, said, gentlemen looked 
upon this bill as a repeal of the treasury order.— 
This was not so; because at last it left the matter 
with the secretary of the treasury; and he ventured 
to say, if the bill was now passed, the special order 
would not be repealed. It did not reqnire the se- 
cretary of the treasury to receive the notes of spe- 
cie paying banks for the public revenue, but left it 
diseretionary with him to doso or not. The amend- 
ment proposed by the committee of ways and means 
merely declared the effect of the provisions of the 
constitution, which were paramount to all the laws 
which could be passed on the subject. If the bill 
went to legalize the notes of any banks in payment 
for the public revenue, he ventured to assert that it 
would receive but few votes in that house. 

Mr. Mercer made some remarks in reply to the 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Mann), and in 
opposition to the amendment. Mr. Bouldin briefly | 
addressed the house in support of the bill as a re- 
medy for, or a choice of, evils. Mr. Patton support- 


; which was wanted for many other important 





ed the bill, and opposed the amendment, which he | 


said this was no new question; it was fairly under- 
stood. Why, then, waste time in verter, B32 

ills 
yet behind. The nation understood the question; 
the house understood it. He would, therefore, call 
for the previous question. Mr. Galbraith inquired 
if the previous question would cut off the amend- 
ment of the committee of ways and means? The 
speaker said it would. And the question being 
taken on the call for the previous question, there 
were, yeas 82, noes 67. So there was a second. 
Mr. Cambreleng called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question; which were ordered. 
Mr. Patton inquired of the chair whether, if the 
main question should not be ordered, the bill would 
not lie over until to-morrow. The chair said that 
the effect of such a vote would be to take the bill 
from before the house until to-morrow. Mr. Patton 
said he should then be compelled to gives his vote 
for the previous question. 

Some further conversation ensued on points of 
order, when the question being taken on ordering 
the main question, it was decided in the affirmative. 
So the house determined that the main question 
should be now put. 

Mr. McCarty asked for the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered. And the main 
ge being on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
ora third reading, was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, H. Allen, 
Anthony, Bailey, Beal, Bell, Bond, Boon, Borden, 
Bouldin, Bovee, Briggs, Buchanan, Bunch, John 
Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, 
Casey, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chap- 
man, Chetwood, Childs, N. H. Claiborne, John F. 
H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crane, 
Crary, Cushing, Dawson, Denny, Elmore, Everett, 
Fowler, French, James Garland, R. Garland, Ghol- 
son, Graham, Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, Hilland Hall, Hannegan, Harlan, Harper, 
S. 8. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Hen- 
derson, Hiester, Herod, Hoar, Hopkins, Howard, 
Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, W. Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, John W. Jones, 
Kilgore, Lane, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon 
Lee, L. Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lucas, Lyon, 
Job Mann, Martin, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, 
McCarty, McComas, McKennan, McKim, Mercer, 
Milligan, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, Muhlen- 
berg, Owens, Parker, Patton, D. J. Pearce, James 
A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillips, 
Pickens, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, John 
Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Schenck, Wm. 
B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Slade, 
Sloane, Spangler, Sprague, Standefer, Steel, Storer, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Turner, 
Underwood, Vinton, Wagener, Washington Web- 
ster, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, Yell—143. 

NA YS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, 
Black, Bockee, Boyd, Brown, Burns, Cambreleng, 
Chaney, Chapin, Coles, Cushman, Doubleday, 
Dromgoole, Efner, Fairfield, Farlin, Fry, Fuller, 
Galbraith, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hardin, A. G. Har- 
rison, Hawes, Holt, Huntington, Jarvis, Cave John- 
son, Benj. Jones, Lansing, Joshua Lee, Leonard, 
Logan, Loyall, Abijah Mann, Wm. Mason, Moses 
Mason, McKay, McKeon, McLene, Page, Parks, 
Franklin Pierce, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Sey- 
mour, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Taylor, Thomas, John 
Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Ward, Wardwell— 
59. 

The bill was accordingly read a third time, and 
the question being on its final passage, Mr. Hardin 
submitted some remarks upon the general merits of 
the bill, and the bill was passed. 


A joint resolution was received from the senate, | 


suspending the operation of the 16th joint rule, so 
as to authorise bills which passed either house 
on the 28th ult. to be sent to either house. Mr. 
Cambreleng moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the resolution until after the recess. 
After some remarks from Messrs. Garland. of La. 
Adams, C. Johnson, Mercer and Sutherland, the mo- 
tion to postpone was agreed to. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
senate bills, on the speaker’s table, coming up on 
the question of reference. 

The first in order was the bill from the senate 
entitled “‘an act to prohibit the sales of the public 
lands, except to actual settlers, in limited quanti- 
ties, and for other purposes;” which bill had here- 
toforé been read a first time, and was arrested in its 
further progress by an objection from Mr. Hardin 
to the second reading; which objection brought the 
question directly before the house, ‘Shall this bill 
be rejected?” 

Mr. Hardin was entitled to the floor, and con- 
cluded his remarks in opposition to the bill. After 


insisted went to nullify the bill. Mr. Sutherland} which, he withdrew his objection to the second 





ae 
reading. Mr. Underwood renewed the ‘objection 
And, pending the question, the hour of three hayjn. 
arrived, the house took a recess until half past four 
o’clock. 

EVENING SESSION, | 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
from the senate, entitled an act to prohibit the sai, 
of public lands, except to actual settlers, in limited 
cae me and for other purposes. The bill was 

ebated by Messrs. Underwood, Vinton, Lanp 
McCarty and Johnson, of La. who moved the pre. 
vious question. 

Mr. Love moved to lay the bill onthe table. My, 
Gholson moved a call of the house; which was re. 
fused. Mr. Hannegan demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay the bill on the table; which 
were ordered. Mr. McKennon again moved a ¢all 
of the house, and demanded the yeas and nays there. 
on; which were ordered, and were yeas 61, nays 124, 
So the call was refused. 


The question was then taken on the motion to Jay 
the bill on the table, and was decided in the affirm,. 
tive as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, H. Allen, Bai. 
ley, Beale, Bond, Briggs, Buchanan, Bunch, John 
Calhoun, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, 
George Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, Chet- 
wood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Connor, Cor. 
win, Craig, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, 
Deberry, Denny, Dromgoole, Elmore, Evans, Eve. 
rett, Fowler, French, James Garland, Graham, 
Granger, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, 
S. S. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Henderson, Heis- 
ter, Herod, Hoar, Hopkins, Howell, Ingersoll, W, 
Jacksou, Janes, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lin- 
coln, Love, Sampson Mason, Maury, McComas, 
McKennan, McLene, Mercer, Milligan, Morgan, 
Morris, Parker, Patton, James A. Pearce, Pearson, 
Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, 
Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Shenck, William B. 
Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Slade, Smith, 
Spangler, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, Washing- 
ton, E. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Wise—107. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, 
Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Burns, Cambreleng, Casey, Chap- 
man, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Cra- 
mer, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Dunlap, Fair- 
field, Farlin, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Garland, Ghol- 
son, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, A. G. Harrison, 
Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, 
Huntsman, Jarvis, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, G. Lee, J. 
Lee, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, Wm. Mason, M. 
Mason, May, McCarty, McKay, McKeon, McKin, 
Miller, Muhlenberg, Parks, Patterson, Franklin 
Pierce, Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Seymour, 
Shields, Shinn,’Sickles, Sprague, Standefer, ‘Taylor, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Vanderpoel, Wagener, 
Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Sherrod Williams, Yell 
—9l, 

So the bill was laid on the table. 


A number of senate bills on the speaker's table 
were then read twice by their titles, and appropri- 
ately referred. 

The senate bill for the relief of the executrix of 
R. W. Meade coming up on its second reading, Il 
was, on the motion of Mr. .4. Mann, laid on the ta- 
ble—ayes 82, noes 61. 


The senate bill to remit the duties on certain goods 
destroyed by fire in the city of New York, was taken 
up and, committed tothe committee of the whole on 
the state of the union. 

The bill from the senate, entitled *‘an act to or- 
ganize the several fire companies in the District of 
Columbia,” was read twice by its title; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. W. B. Shepard, the bill was ordered to 4 
third reading at this time, and was passed. 

The bill to charter the Firemen’s Mutual] Insu- 
rance companies of the District of Columbia was 
read twice by its title, and, after a few remarks from 
Messrs. Wardwell, W. B. Shepard, Lawrence and 
Washington. The bill, on motion of Mr. Wardwell 
was so amended as to add a proviso that it should be 
lawful for congress, at any time, to alter, amend oF 
repeal the same. And, thus amended, the bill, on 
motion of Mr. W. B. Shepard, was ordered to a third 
reading to-morrow. 

The senate bill, entitled an act to amend the se- 
veral acts imposing duties on imports, coming up 02 
its first and second reading. Mr. Cambreleng moved 
its commitment to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union. Mr. Adams moved its com- 
mitment to the committee on manufactures. And, 
the question being taken, the motion of Mr. Cam- 
breleng prevailed. 
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der the vote by which it was thus disposed of—but 
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| year in the Fe aay department;” 5. The bill “for 


' considered, and concurred in, the amendments of 


duties on Dutch and Belgian vessels and their car- 
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> again to go into committee on certain bills. On 
> motion of Mr. Rencher, at nine o’clock, the house 
» adjourned. 


} listment of boys in the naval service of the United 


» alattempts were made to amend it—when the bill, 


» nufactures were discharged from the further consi- 
> deration of all subjects not heretofore reported on. 


_ hority of the select committee of which he is chair- 
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“The following bills and resolutions from the se- 
Ze ' 
-— Th bill ‘to extend for a longer period the se- 
veral acts now in force for the relief of certain in- 
solvent debtors of the United States;” 2. The bill 
«concerning pilots;” 3. The joint resolution autho- 
rising the secretary of the treasury to receive from 
the bank of the United States, under the Pennsylva- 
pia charter, pe for the stock of the United 
States in the late bank of the United States; 4. The 
resolution “to enable the postmaster general more 
readily to change the commencement of the contract 


the reliefof Catharine Myott;” 6. The bill from the 
senate ‘to reorganize the several fire companies in 
the District of Columbia;” 7. The bill to incorpo- 
rate the Howard Institution of the city of Washing- 
ton;” 8. The bill “to provide for the adjustment of 
title and final disposition of the four reserved sec- 
tions in the tract of country allotted to the Tom- 
bigbee association for the encouragement of the 
cultivation of the vine and the olive;” 9. The bill 
to amend the act of July, 1836, for the relief of 
Samuel Smith, Linn McGhee and Semoice, Creek 
Indians, and also the act of July, 1828, for the relief 
of Susan Marlow. 

The above nine bills were severally read a first 
and second time, and then read a third time and 
passed—[and want ouly the signature of the presi- 
dent of the United States to become a law]. 

The joint resolution from the senate, authorising 
the purchase and distribution of a number of copies 
of Macomb’s Tactics, coming up on the first and 


Mr. Howard moved to reconsi- 


On motion of Mr. Howard, the house took up, 
the senate to the bill repealing the discriminating 


goes. Mr. Cambreleng made an ineffectual motion 


Thursday, March 2. The bill authorising the en- 
States being under consideration, various ineffectu- 


having been ordered to a third reading at this time, 
was read a third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Adams, the committee on ma- 


On motion of Mr. Chapin the committee on pen- 
sions were discharged from a number of specified 
petitions referred to it. 

On motion of Mr. Garland, the report of the mi- 


man was ordered to be printed. Mr. Garland mov- 
ed to print 5,000 extra copies of the two reports, | 


The house having agreed to consider the motion 
at this time, Mr. Hawes moved to amend the mo- 


lect committee on the West Point academy.— 
Agreed to: ayes 64, noes 48. 

Mr. Vanderpoel moved to amend the motion by 
adding 5,000 copies of ‘the report of the select com- 
mittee on amendments to the constitution. And 
the original motion, as amended, was then agreed 


Mr. Peyton, by leave, presented certain addition- 
al views of the minority of the select committee of 
Which Mr. Garland is chairman; which was order- 
ed to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the day, and took up the 


the two houses, so as to authorise the sending from 
one house to the other such bills as passed either 
house on the 28th ult. and, having been amended, 
on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, by adding «that the 
7th joint rule which prohibits the sending of bills 
tothe president on the last day of the session, be 
also Suspended,” and further amended, on motion 
of Mr. Wardwell, by inserting the words “joint re- 
solutions” after the word “bills,” agreed to—af- 
ter considerable discussion, during which an appeal 
was taken from a decision of the chair, on a point 
of order, which decision was sustained by the 
house, 

The house next proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for certain fortifica- 
tions for the year 1837, and for other purposes, which 
lad been returned from the senate with an amend- 
ent, striking out that portion of the bill which 
provides that the money which may remain in the 
treasury of the U. States on the Ist of J anuary next, 
reserving five millions of dollars, shall be deposit- 


a esi William Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, Henry 


passed June 23, 1836. 

The question was on concurring with the senate 
in their amendment, when Mr. Bell briefly oppos- 
ed it and moved that the house disagree to it. The 
speaker said that motion, if rejected, would be 
equivalent to a motion to agree to the amendment. 
After some remarks from Mr. Mercer in favor of 
the motion of Mr. Bell, and some conversation be- 
tween the speaker and Mr. Vanderpoel, Mr. V. 
moved the previous question. Mr. Childs moved a 
call of the house, which was not sustained. The 
demand for the previous question was then second- 
ed. 

Mr. Howell demanded the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the main question; which was refused. And 
the house determined that the main question should 
be now taken. Mr. Bell asked for the yeas and 
nays on the main question; which were o1dered.— 
And the main question, ‘Will the house disagree 
to the amendment of the senate?” was taken, and 
decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, C. Allan, Heman Al- 
len, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, 
Bunch, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Camp- 
bell, Carter, Casey, George Chambers, John Cham- 
bers, Chetwood, Childs, Nath. H. Claiborne, Clark, 
Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
French, Rice Garland, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Har- 
din, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
Heister, Herod, Hoar, Hopkins, Howell, Hunt, In- 


ohnson, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, Lawrence, Lay, 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Job Mann, 
Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McCo- 
mas, McKennon, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Morris, Parker, J. A. Pearce, Pearson, 
Pettigrew, Peyton, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, 
Rencher, John Reynolds, Robertson, Wm. B. Shep- 
ard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sickles, Spangler, 
Standefer, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, W. Thomp- 
son, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Williams—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Bovee, Boyd, 
Brown, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Chaney, Cha- 
pin, J. F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Craig, Cramer, Cra- 
ry, Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Fair- 
field, Farlin, Fry, Fuller, James Garland, Gholson, 
Glascock, Grantland, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, A. 
G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, 
Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, 
Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, C. Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Lansing, Lawler, 
Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, 
Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Wm. Mason, Moses Mason, 
McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Miller, Muh- 
lenberg, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, D. J. 
Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, Jos. Reynolds, Rogers, 
Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Smith, Taylor, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wa- 
gener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, T. T. Whittle- 
sey, Wise, Yell—94. 

So the house disagreed to the amendment of the 
senate. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house went 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Pierce, of New Hampshire, in the 
chair), on the bill making appropriations for the 
current expenses of the Indian department, and for 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with certain Indian 
tribes for the year 1837; which said bill had been 
returned from the senate with cerlain amendments, 
and the pending question being on concurrence 
therein, 

Several amendments to the amendments of the 
senate were offered by Messrs. Cambreleng, Bell 
and Garland, and concurred in. 

The amendments of the senate, as amended by 
the house, were then concurred in; and the bill, 
thus amended, was laid aside. 

The committee took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the naval service of the United States 
for the year 1837, which had been returned from 
the senate with certain amendments; and the ques- 
tion was on concurring in the amendments. Seve- 
ral amendments to the amendments were proposed 
all of which were rejected, with the exception of 
one proposed by Mr. French in relation to the es- 
tablishment of marine hospitals on the western wa- 
ters. The amendments of the senate as amended, 
were then concurred in. 

[Among the amendments which were rejected, 
was one offered by Mr. Ingersoll, to strike out 
$100,000 inserted ly the senate for fitting out the 
ship of the line Pennsylvania, and insert $400,000. ] 

The committee then rose, and reported the two 





ed with the Several states, according to certain pro- 


visions of the act to regulate the public deposites, ; 


—————. 
— 


The amendments of the senate, as amended in 
committee of the whole house, to the Indian bill, 
were concurred in by the house. 
A message was received from the senate, stating 
that that body adhered to their amendment to the 
fortification bill. (See above.) 
The house took up the naval appropriation bill, 
the question being on concurring with the commit- 
tee of the whole heuse on the amendments of the 
senate, as amended therein. Pending this question, 
the hour of 3 o’clock having arrived, the house 
took a recess until half past 4 o’clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The amendments of the committee of the whole 
to the amendments of the senate to the “bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the naval service for the 
year 1837,” being still under consideration, and 
the question pending being on concurring with the 
committee of the whole on the amendments of the 
senate, Mr. Wardwell moved the previous question, 
but the house refused to second it. 

Mr. Johnson, of Lou. moved further to amend the 
amendment of the senate by appropriating a sum of 
$70,000 for the erection of a marine hospital in the 
city of New Orleans; $15,000 for a similar work in 
Portland, Maine; $10,000 for the same at Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina; and $10,000 for another in the 
city of Mobile, Alabama; which was agreed to: 
ayes 79, noes 56. 

The question recurring on concurring with the 
committee of the whole in their amendment on the 
bill, as amended by the house, Mr. Rencher called 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, 
after a few remarks from Messrs. Bond, Sutherland 
and Lane, Mr. Jarvis moved a proviso that no 
more money should be expended in the objects 
contemplated in the amendment than was appro- 
priated for them; which was agreed to. The amend- 
ment of the committee of the whole, as amended in 
the house, to the amendment of the senate was 
then disagreed to—yeas 72, nays 110. 

The other amendments of the senate were all 
concurred in except two, as follows: 

“For launching and securing the ship of the line 
Pennsylvania, $100,000.” 

Mr. Jarvis asked for the yeas and nays on the 
question of concurring with this amendment; which 
were ordered, and were yeas 89, nays 86. So that 
item of appropriation stands. Mr. Cambreleng mov- 
ed that the house resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole on the state of the union. Mr. Wise 
asked leave to present a report from the select 
investigating committee [of which he was chair- 
man.] Mr. W. remarked that it would not oc- 
cupy ten minutes. Objections being made, Mr. 
W. moved a suspension of the rule; but the motion 
was disagreed to without a division. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole, (Mr. Pierce, of 
New Hampshire, in the chair.) 

The bill making appropriations for civil and di- 
plomatic expenses was then taken up and consider- 
ed. 

Several amendments were offered and concurred 
in: the most debated of these was an amendment 
offered Mr. Johnson, of ‘Tennessee, to increase, by 
a small amount, the salaries of all the officers of go- 
vernment whose present salaries were under two 
thousand dollars. 

A debate of some length ensued on this amend- 
mert, when Mr. Vinion offered an amendment to 
the amendment, providing that the increase of sala- 
ry should only be extended to those clerks whose 
salaries did not exceed one thousand dollars—but 
afterwards modified his amendment so as to limit 
the increase to those officers whose salaries were 
below $1,200; and the question was taken and the 
amendment rejected. 

Mr. Thompson inoved an amendment to increase 
the pay of naval officers, which was rejected. 

Mr, Lewis moved a reconsideration of the vote 
concurring with the amendment of the senate to 
raise the salaries of the clerks of the senate, with 
the view of offering as an amendment to raise also 
the salaries of the clerks of the house, which he 
thought would be but fair, since those of the senate 
were to be raised. The house refused, however, to 
reconsider. 

Mr. Peyton moved to amend the bill by adding 
thereto the following: 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the sc- 
nate, shall appoint an officer to be calied the super- 
intendent of the public deposites, whose duty it 
shall be to manage and superintend all the corres- 
pondence, business and interest, connected with the 
deposite banks under the direction of the secretar 
of the treasury, and whose correspondence and alk 
other proceedings shall be deemed official, and re- 





bills to the house. 


gularly filed and kept with other papers of the trea- 
sury department. ‘ 
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“Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, That said su- 
perintendent shall receive a fixed annual compensa- 
tion of $3,500. 

“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, 'That no bank 
shall be continued or hereafter selected as a deposi- 
tory of the public money unless such bank shall 
expressly stipulate that all correspondence or pro- 

_ ceedings between said banks and the secretary of 
the treasury, or between said banks and the said su- 
perintendent, and any other person or persons, 
touching said deposites and disbursements, shall be 
open at all times to the inspection or examination 
of either house of congress.” 

_ Mr. Peyton delivered his sentiments and views 
in offering this amendment in a speech of consider- 
able length, in which he went i eztenso into an 
examination of the report of the select committee 
of investigation. In the course of his remarks, 
having referred to the report of the bank committee 
of 1832, Mr. P. called upon Mr. Adams to corrobo- 
rate his statements as to the alleged perjury of R. 
M. Whitney. Mr. dams rose to explain, and en- 
tered into a statement of the transactions referred 
to. Mr. Thomas explained, and, as a member of 
that committee, stated several circumstances which 
induced him to believe that Mr. Whitney was not 
perjured, but had honestly stated what he appeared 
to have sufficient grounds for believing. Mr. 4dams 
rose, and with some warmth defended the charac- 
ter of Mr. Biddle, which he considered to have 
been impugned by the statement of Mr. Thomas. 

At this period an effort was made to put an end 
to the debate, it being 3 o’clock in the morning, 
and a point of order was raised as to the irrelevan- 
cy of these explanations. 

The chair (Mr. Pierce) decided that the debate 
was undoubtedly irregular, but that, having now 
proceeded so far, he should leave it for the commit- 
tee to decide whether the honorable gentleman 
should proceed. 

After some further discussion, Mr. dams was 
permitted to proceed. Mr. Thomas, in reply, re- 
affirmed his statement, to the effect that the testi- 
mony of R, M. Whitney on the occasion referred 
to was apparently corroborated by the documents 
and the books of the United States bank, and that 
the charge of perjury was not made out against 
him. Mr. Peyton then resumed, and having spoken 
at some length on the same topic, Mr. Hamer re- 
—_ and went at considerable length into a de- 

ence of the committee, with respect to its course 
me a relating to R. M. Whitney. Mr. Wise 
replied in a speech of considerable length, which 
continued until daylight pierced into the lighted 
hall, when, having finished, replies were briefly” 
made by Messrs. Fuirfield, Hamer and Martin; af- 
ter which, the committee rose, reported progress, 
and the house adjourned. 

; Friday, March 3. After some other morning bu- 
siness— 

Mr. Mercer made an ineffectual motion to suspend 
the rule to enable him to offer a resolution suspend- 
ing the 16th joint rule to permit the bill for the se- 
lection and purchase of sites for hospitals on the 
western waters to be sent to the senate this day. 

Mr. Lawrence asked the eonsent of the house to 
offer a resolution that all petitions and memorials 
now in the possession of the members of this house, 
who desire to present them, he laid on the table, and 
entered on the journal of the house; which was ob- 
jected to. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
amendments of the senate to the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
government for the year 1837, as amended in com- 
niittee of the whole house. 

Several of the amendments as amended, were con- 
curred in and some further amendments adopted— 
when the question recurring on concurring with the 
senate in their amendments as amended, 

_ Mr. W. Thompson, atter some remarks in opposi- 
tion, asked for the yeas and nays on concurrence in 
that portion of the amendment, as amended, which 
provides for the increase of the compensation of the 
clerks in the departments of state and war, of the 
clerks to both houses of congress, and of the libra- 
rians thereto; which were ordered. 

Mr. Howell said he was informed that it had been 
the practice with some of the heads of bureaus, that 
were allowed a number of extra clerks at a thou- 
sand dollars per annum, to hire clerks at less sums, 
and pocket the excess themselves. 

Now, if this were so, it proved that an inerease of 
their salaries was unnecessary, and that as good 
clerks as we now have could be obtained at the pre- 
sent rates. I would inquire of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) if he has any evi- 
dence of the facts referred to. 

Mr. Wise replied that the report of the select com- 
mittee to inquire into the condition of the various 





exccutive departments, made this morning, would 
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show a report of Amos Kendall and John P. Van 
Ness, commissioners appointed by authority of the 
president of the United States in the year 1833, to 
take testimony and report thereon in relation to cer- 
tain charges—-commissioners, by the by, who issued 
subpenas in the form of ‘requests’? to witnesses— 
which report of these commissioners purported to 
prove the fact that it has been the practice, in one 
at least, and he believed it says in all of the depart- 
ments, up to a late period, to take the sum of sala- 
ries for subordinate clerks, to pay these clerks much 
less than was allowed by law, and to divide the sur- 
plus among the superior clerks or heads of offices 
and bureaus. Forinstance, three subordinate clerks 
had been allowed by law $1,000 each—$3,000 in 
the aggregate; this gross sum would be taken by the 
superior, and, in one instance, the inferior $1,000 
clerk was paid but $25 per month, leaving 700 out 
of the 1,000 to be divided among the chief clerks; 
portions of which were actually so divided, adding to 
their greater salaries and taking from the lesser.— 
Such was said not to be the practice now; as to that 
this deponent saith not. The report will speak for 
itself. 
The subject was further debated by Messrs. Ha- 
mer, C. Johnson, Rencher, Hardin and 4. Mann. 
Mr. Huntsman moved the previous question. 
The speaker said the effect would be to bring di- 
rectly before the house the question on concurring 
with the senate in the amendments which had not 
been acted on by the house. Mr. Huntsman with- 
drew the demand for the previous question. Mr. 
Turrill renewed it. And the main question was 
ordered now to be taken. Mr. Williams, of North 
Carolina, asked for a division of the question, so as 
to take the question separately on the 4th section 
above referred to; which was ordered. And the 
is being taken on concurring in the remain- 
er of the.amendment of the-senate, as amended 
by the house, the same was concurred in. And 
the question on concurrence in the amendment of 
the senate in the 4th section, as amended, was taken 
and decided in the affirmative: yeas 100, nays 83. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 


The house then proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for certain fortifica- 
tions and for other purposes, for the year 1837; 
which said bill had been returned from the senate 
with a message that that body insisted on its amend- 
ment, by which the amendment of this house, pro- 
viding for the distribution of such surplus revenue 
as might remain in the treasury of the United 
States on the 1st of January next, reserving five 
millions of dollars according to the provisions of the 
act to regulate the public deposites, approved June 
23, 1836, was rejected. 

Mr. Bell, after a few introductory remarks, urg- 
ing the propriety and necessity of the motion he 
was about to make, moved that the house insist on 
its disagreement to the amendment of the senate, 
and asked for the yeas and nays on that motion: 
which was ordered 


After some remarks from Mr. Haynes, in vindi- 
cation of the course of the senate in relation to this 
bill, Mr. Huntsman demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded by the house. And the main 
question was ordered to be now taken. Mr. Bell, 
by leave, explained to the house that the motion 
made by him was the mildest and most respectful 
course that could be taken to the other body. 

And the main question was then taken, and de- 
cided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, C. Allan, H. 
Allen, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, 
Bunch, John Calhoon, W. B. Calhoun, Campbell, 
Carter, Casey, George Chambers, John Chambers, 
Childs, N. H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, 
Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, 
Denny, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Fowler, French, 
Graham, Granger, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Har- 
din, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Hazletine, Hiester, 
Herod, Hoar, Hopkins, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, 
W. Jackson, Janes, H. Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, 
Lane, Lawrence, Lay, T. Lee, L. Lea, Lewis, Lin- 
coln, Love, Lyon, J. Mann, S. Mason, Maury, May, 
McCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, 
Montgomery, Morris, Parker, Pearson, Pettigrew, 
Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, J. Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Robertson, Russell, William B. 
Shepard, Augnstine H. Shepperd, Siade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, 
Wagddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, Washiug- 
ton, White, E. Whittlesey, Lewis’ Williams, 5. 
Williams—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Black, Bovee, Boyd, Burns, Cambreleng, 
Chapman, Chapin, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Dou- 
bleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Fairfield, Farlin, Fry, 
Fuller, Galbraith, J. Garland, R. Garland, Gholson, 
Glascock, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, A. G. Harri- 
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son, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hy}, 
Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Jos, Toh,’ 
son, C. Johnson. John W. Jones, Klingensmit, 


Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, |, — 
nard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, A. Mann, Martin, ee FrFT! 
Mason, M. Mason, McKay, MeKeon, McKin, — 
McLene, Miller, Muhlenberg, Page: Parks, Patter. 

son, Patton, Franklin Pierce, D. J. Pearee, Phelps — 


Pinckney, Jos. Reynolds, Rogers, 8chenek, go,’ 
mour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, § ragh, 


Taylor, Thomas, J. Thomson, Turrill, Van erpod ng 
Ward, Wardwell, Thos. T. Whittlesey, Yell—gg ’ * abstra 
So the house insisted on their disagreement to tj, JE s¢ssiO! 
amendment of the senate. comps 
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On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the house went jp. 


to committee of the whole on the state of the union, J 94e § 
generally, (Mr. Smith, of Maine, in the chair), a,j (jour 
took up the bill to provide for certain harbors, a,j SR 22V° § 
for the removal of obstructions in and at the months bo 
of certain rivers, and for other purposes, for th. Jet? °% 
year 1837. The senate’s amendments were op. oe 
curred in, and several amendments to the amen). orders 
Mion, 


ments agreed to, when the bill was laid aside, 


On motion of Mr. Thomas, the committee the, wine” 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill from the vin 
senate, entitled “an act supplementary to an act jp 
amend the judiciary system of the United States,” Nee 
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Mr. Robertson offered, as a substitute for the bij), 
the bill reported from the senate at its last session, 
After some remarks were submitted by Mr. Rober. 
son and the speaker, pending the question, the hour 


of 3 having arrived, the house took a recess until B # 
half past 4 o’clock. ep ppon 
~purpo 


[For the proceedings of the evening sitting, see 


the next number of the ““ReGIsTER.”’] pests | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

The inauguration of the honorable Martin Van 
Buren as president of the United States, took 
lace to-day, at the eastern front of the capitol, 
in accordance with the forms prescribed by the 
constitution, and in the presence of an. immense 
multitude, gathered from all quarters of the cour- 
try. 

The ex-president, the president elect, and the 
chief justice of the United States arrived at the 
scene at about 12 o’clock—the two former in a 
beautiful carriage, made from the timber of the 
frigate Constitution, escorted by the Potomac dr. 
goons anda volunteer corps of infantry, and took 
the seats assigned to them by the committee of a: 
rangements. 


Previous to taking the oath of office, the presi- 
dent elect delivered an inaugural address; which 
we regret we cannot find room for in the preseut 
sheet. ‘The oath prescribed by the constitution was 
then administered to him by the chief justice of the 
United States. On the conclusion of this ceremony, 
national salutes were fired from the military and ne 
val stations within the city; after which the presi- 
dent and ex-president, attended by their escort, pro- 
ceeded to the executive mansion, whither a vast 
concourse repaired to offer their salutations to the 
new president and to take leave of his predecessor. 

In the course of the day a farewell address, from 
the ex-president to the people of the United States, 
was distributed in pamphlet form—which with the 
inaugural address of Mr. Van Buren, shall have 
place in our next. 


The oath of office was administered to the hon. 
Richard M. Johnson, as vice president, in the se- 
nate chamber of the United States—after which 
the new senators were sworn into office. Particu- 
lars in our next. 


— 


The “National Intelligencer’ thus speaks of Mr. 
Van Buren’s inaugural address: 

We felt, of course, in common with the whole 
community, no little anxiety to see the inaugural ad- 
dress of the new PRESIDENT OF THE U. STATI’: 
We have read it with great attention. We do no 
mean to praise it. Much less shall we undertake to 
decide by its professions what is to be the characte! 
of the new administration of the government; be- 
cause we know, by experience, of what stuff pro- 
fessions are often made. But we must in candor 
say that the address contains on its face much to ap- 
prove, and not much to object to. The temper of it 
is particularly good, and its entire exemption from 
invidious comparisons and allusions is worthy ° 
all commendation. To us, occupying as it were 
the isthmus between the geographical divisions ° 
this country, both as to locality and as to feeling, 
appears to us that, if exception be taken to the ad- 
dress, it will certainly not be from the south, whosé 
good will its language is particularly adapted 9 
conciliate. Whether beneath this smooth and glos- 
sy surface there be any lurking evils, time only can 
reveal, as they may in practice become discernible. 
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